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In this photo provided by the Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General, federal agents from the HHS Office of Inspector General 
prepare for operations targeting individuals allegedly involved in genetic testing fraud in the Atlanta region, Friday morning. Sept. 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Feds crack Medicare gene test fraud that peddled cheek swabs 


By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal 
agents took down an alleged 
Medicare fraud scheme Friday that 
exploited seniors’ curiosity about 


genetic medicine by enticing 
them to get their cheeks swabbed 
for unneeded DNA tests. Medicare 
was billed about $2 billion. 

Dubbed “Operation Double Helix,” 
the crackdown targeted telemar¬ 


keting companies, doctors and 
labs, in a joint effort by the FBI, U.S. 
attorneys' offices, and the Health 
and Human Services inspector 
general. More than 30 people 
were charged around the country. 


The alleged scam flourished at a 
time when many people are get¬ 
ting DNA tests to trace back their 
family heritage. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Subpoenas mark first concrete steps for Trump impeachment 



President Donald Trump speaks at the Hispanic Heritage Month 
Reception in the East Room of the White House in Washington, 
Friday, Sept. 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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By ZEKE MILLER, ERIC TUCK¬ 
ER and MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

House Democrats took 
their first concrete steps in 
the impeachment investi¬ 
gation of President Donald 
Trump on Friday, issuing 
subpoenas demanding 
documents from Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo and 
scheduling legal deposi¬ 
tions for other State Depart¬ 
ment officials. 

At the end of a stormy 
week of revelation and re¬ 
crimination, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi framed the 
impeachment inquiry as a 
somber moment for a di¬ 
vided nation. 

“This is no cause for any 
joy," she said on MSNBC. 

At the White House, a senior 
administration official con¬ 
firmed a key detail from the 
unidentified CIA whistle¬ 
blower who has accused 
Trump of abusing the pow¬ 
er of his office. Trump, for 
his part, insisted anew that 
his actions and words have 
been “perfect” and the 
whistleblower's complaint 
might well be the work of 
“a partisan operative.” 

The White House acknowl¬ 
edged that a record of 
the Trump phone call that 
is now at the center of 
the impeachment inquiry 
had been sealed away in 
a highly classified system 
at the direction of Trump’s 
National Security Council 
lawyers. 

Separately, Trump adviser 
Kellyanne Conway told 
reporters that the whistle¬ 
blower “has protection 
under the law," something 
Trump himself had ap¬ 
peared to question earlier 
in the day. He suggested 


then that his accuser “isn’t 
a whistleblower at all." 

Still at issue is why the rough 
transcript of Trump’s July 25 
phone call with Ukraine’s 
president was put on “lock 
down,” in the words of the 
whistleblower. The CIA of¬ 
ficer said that diverting the 
record in an unusual way 
was evidence that “White 
House officials understood 
the gravity of what had 
transpired" in the conver¬ 
sation. 

The whistleblower com¬ 
plaint alleges that Trump 
used his office to “solicit 
interference from a foreign 
country” to help himself in 
next year’s U.S. election. 
In the phone call, days 
after ordering a freeze to 
some military assistance for 
Ukraine, Trump prodded 
new Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy to dig 
for potentially damaging 
material on Democratic 
rival Joe Biden and volun¬ 
teered the assistance of 
both his personal attorney, 
Rudy Giuliani, and U.S. At¬ 
torney General William Barr. 
Pelosi refused to set a 
deadline for the probe but 
promised to act “expedi¬ 
tiously." The House intel¬ 
ligence committee could 
draw members back to 
Washington next week. 
Pelosi said she was praying 
for the president, adding, 
“I would say to Democrats 
and Republicans: We have 
to put country before par¬ 
ty.” 

At the White House, it was 
a senior administration of¬ 
ficial who acknowledged 
that the rough transcript of 
Trump's conversation with 
Ukraine's Zelenskiy had 
been moved to a highly 
classified system main¬ 


tained by the National Se¬ 
curity Council. The official 
was granted anonymity 
Friday to discuss sensitive 
matters. 

White House attorneys had 
been made aware of con¬ 
cerns about Trump’s com¬ 
ments on the call even 
before the whistleblower 
sent his allegations to the 
intelligence community's 
inspector general. Those al¬ 
legations, made in mid-Au¬ 
gust, were released Thurs¬ 
day under heavy pressure 
from House Democrats. 

All the while, Trump was 
keeping up his full-bore at¬ 
tack on the whistleblower 
and the unnamed “White 
House officials” cited in 
the complaint, drawing a 
warning from Pelosi against 
retaliation. 

Late Thursday, Trump de¬ 
nounced people who 
might have talked to the 
whistleblower as “close to 
a spy” and suggested they 
engaged in treason, an act 
punishable by death. Then 
on Friday, he said the per¬ 
son was “sounding more 
and more like the so-called 
Whistleblower isn’t a Whis¬ 
tleblower at all." 

He also alleged without 
evidence that information 
in the complaint has been 
“proved to be so inaccu¬ 
rate.” 

Pelosi told MSNBC, “I’m 
concerned about some of 
the president’s comments 
about the whistleblower.” 
She said the House panels 
conducting the impeach¬ 
ment probe will make 
sure there's no retaliation 
against people who pro¬ 
vided information in the 
case. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Feds crack Medicare gene test fraud that peddled cheek swabs 



Linda Morris looks over her Medicare statements, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019, in Parker City, Ind. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Fraudsters preyed on peo¬ 
ple's fears of harboring ge¬ 
netic markers for diseases 
such as cancer. However, 
genetic testing is not rou¬ 
tinely used to screen for 
cancer. 

“A decade ago, it would 
have given Medicare ben¬ 
eficiaries pause if someone 
wanted to get a swab from 
their cheek of their saliva,” 
said Shimon Richmond, 
who heads the inspector 
general's investigative divi¬ 
sion . “Today people know 
and recognize what (ge¬ 
netic testing) is, and they 
think ‘I can get that done, 
and I can get it done for 
free and find out if I have 
health issues that I need to 
address.’” 

It’s a bad decision, said 
Richmond. Not only does it 
put the patient's Medicare 
ID in the hands of fraudsters 
who can then keep resell¬ 
ing it for illicit purposes, but 
it can potentially compro¬ 
mise unique details of an 
individual’s make-up. 
Another downside: Medi¬ 
care might deny future 
coverage for genetic test¬ 
ing when it’s really need¬ 
ed, since the patient’s re¬ 
cord would show such an 
analysis was already done. 
Patients should only have 
genetic testing if their own 
doctor orders it, officials 
said. 

The alleged scam worked 
like this: Officials said a 
telemarketing or in-person 
“recruiter” would convince 
a Medicare enrollee to 
take a genetic test, assur¬ 
ing them that the program 
would pay the full cost. The 
patient would provide their 
Medicare information. A 
doctor in league with the 
fraudsters would approve 
the test, and collect a kick- 
back from the recruiter 
company. A lab participat¬ 
ing in the scheme would 
run the test, bill Medicare, 
and share payments col¬ 
lected from fhe govern¬ 
ment with the recruiter.Bills 
to Medicare connected 
with the scheme typical¬ 
ly ranged from $7,000 to 
$12,000, Richmond said, 
with some much higher. 
In many cases the patient 
never got a report back, or 
the results provided were 


incomprehensible. Medi¬ 
care paid out hundreds of 
millions of dollars before 
authorities detected the 
fraud and moved in. 

There was no single orga¬ 
nization behind the fraud 
and Friday’s operation 
went after several regional 
networks. 

Medicare enrollee Linda 
Morris of Parker City, Indi¬ 
ana, said she was roped in 
at a conference on aging 
well. The retired high school 
math and journalism teach¬ 
er got her cheek swabbed 
by one of the many health 
vendors at the event. 

“Their ploy was, ‘Get a 
mouth swab and we can 
analyze how well your sys¬ 
tem synthesizes the drugs 
you are taking,”’ she said. 
“It never crossed my mind 
there was anything wrong 
with this.” 

Then her Medicare state¬ 
ments started coming in, 
showing charges as high as 
$33,000. The program paid 
almost $10,000. 

Morris said she was never 
billed, and was never sent 
results. When she looked 
up the address for the test 
vendor it was “a house on 
a back road.” 

“I feel stupid, and in the 
meantime. I'm furious," 
Morris said. Health fairs, 
church events, and senior 
centers are like magnets 
for the fraudsters, officials 
said. 

Dennie Krivokapich of 
Farmington, New Mexico, 
said he almost sent in his 
cheek swab following a 
telemarketing pitch. The re¬ 
tired accountant is a three¬ 
time cancer survivor and 
concerned about his future 
risk. The company sent him 
a kit, but the paperwork 
that came with it made 
him suspicious. 

“The physician who re¬ 
quested it was not my phy¬ 
sician,” said Krivokapich. 
The marketing company 
kept calling him, until he 
blocked the number. 
Government-backed anti¬ 
fraud organizations known 
as the Senior Medicare 
Patrol have been trying to 
spread the word about ge¬ 
netic testing scams. Retired 
federal investigator Jen¬ 
nifer Trussell, a consultant 
to the groups, said fear of 
cancer is the scam artists’ 


most effective tool. “These 
are bad actors trying to 
take advantage of good 
medicine,” she said. 

Fraud against government 
health care programs is 


a pervasive problem that 
costs taxpayers tens of bil¬ 
lions of dollars a year. The 
true extent is unknown. 
Experts say part of the 
problem is that Medicare 


is required to pay medical 
bills promptly, which means 
money often goes out be¬ 
fore potential frauds get 
flagged. Investigators call 
that “pay and chase.”□ 
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In this March 18, 2019, file photo, Michigan Attorney General 
Dana Nessel attends an event in Clawson, Mich. 

Associated Press 
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Judge strikes down key changes 
to Michigan ballot drive law 


By DAVID EGGERT 
Associated Press 
LANSING, Mich. (AP) — A 

judge struck down chang¬ 
es to Michigan's ballot 
drive law Friday, ruling that 
a geographic limit on peti¬ 
tion gathering unconstitu¬ 
tionally makes it harder to 
qualify proposals for a pub¬ 
lic vote. 

Court of Claims Judge Cyn¬ 
thia Stephens said the state 
constitution does not allow 
the threshold that was ap¬ 
proved by the Republican- 
led Legislature and then- 
Gov. Rick Snyder in last 
year's lame-duck session. 
The law says no more than 
15% of petition signatures 
can be used from any one 
of the state’s 14 congres¬ 
sional districts — a restric¬ 
tion that prevents ballot 
committees from solely 
targeting the most heav¬ 
ily populated, more Demo¬ 
cratic urban areas. 

“The effect of the 15% geo¬ 
graphic limitation would 
undoubtedly drive petition 
circulators from the state’s 


population hubs and would 
impede circulators' abilities 
to satisfy the Constitution’s 
signature requirements,” 
Stephens wrote in her opin¬ 
ion . 

She also nullified a new re¬ 
quirement that each pe¬ 
tition indicate whether a 
circulator is paid or a volun¬ 
teer. She let other portions 
of the law stand, including 
a requirement that paid 
gatherers file an affidavit 
with the secretary of state 
and the invalidation of sig¬ 
natures that do not meet 
technical requirements. 
Stephens was initially ap¬ 
pointed to the bench by 
former Gov. Jennifer Gran- 
holm, a Democrat. 

The Senate will likely ap¬ 
peal, said a spokeswoman 
for Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Shirkey. 

A spokesman for House 
Speaker Lee Chatfield said 
he had not yet reviewed 
the decision. 

A lawsuit was filed in May 
by the League of Women 
Voters of Michigan, a bal¬ 


lot committee and voters 
who said lawmakers could 
not amend the constitution 
with legislation and con¬ 
tended the 15% require¬ 
ment would dramatically 
increase the cost and dif¬ 
ficulty of mounting success¬ 
ful citizen petition cam¬ 
paigns. 

Democratic Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Dana Nessel previously 
said the 15% limit and other 
portions of the law are un¬ 
constitutional. State elec¬ 
tion officials will comply 
with her opinion, which is 
not binding on courts, un¬ 
less an appellate court is¬ 
sues orders otherwise. 
Republicans, who still con¬ 
trol the Legislature while 
Democrat Gretchen Whit- 
mer is governor, approved 
the law in December — a 
month after voters passed 
three Democratic-backed 
proposals to legalize mari¬ 
juana for recreational use, 
curtail the gerrymandering 
of congressional and legis¬ 
lative districts, and expand 
voting optionsO 


Subpoenas mark first concrete steps for 
Trump impeachment 


Continued from Page 2 

On Thursday, House Dem¬ 
ocratic chairmen called 
Trump's comments “wit¬ 
ness intimidation" and sug¬ 
gested efforts by him to 
interfere with the potential 
witness could be unlawful. 
Rep. Joaquin Castro, D- 
Texas, a member of the 
intelligence committee, 
said the president calling 
whistleblowers spies is “ob¬ 
scene ... just grotesque." 

“If you ask me. I’d like to 
hear from everybody that 
was mentioned in that 
whistleblowers report. I like 
to hear from Rudy Giuliani, 
from the attorney general. I 
think Mike Pompeo has ex¬ 
plaining to do as well as the 
State Department.” 

Trump’s Friday comment 
questioning the whistle¬ 
blower's status seemed to 
foreshadow a possible ef¬ 
fort to argue that legal pro¬ 
tection laws don’t apply to 
the person, opening a new 
front in the president’s de¬ 


fense, but Conway’s state¬ 
ment seemed to make that 
less likely. 

The intelligence commu¬ 
nity's inspector general 
found the whistleblower’s 
complaint “credible” de¬ 
spite finding indications of 
the person's support for a 
different political candi¬ 
date. 

Legal experts said that by 
following proper proce¬ 
dures and filing a com¬ 
plaint with the government 
rather than disclosing the 
information to the media, 
the person is without ques¬ 
tion regarded as a whistle¬ 
blower entitled to protec¬ 
tions against being fired or 
criminally prosecuted. 

“This person clearly fol¬ 
lowed the exact path he 
was supposed to follow,” 
said Debra D’Agostino, 
a lawyer who represents 
whistleblowers. “There is no 
basis for not calling this per¬ 
son a whistleblower." 
Lawyers say it also doesn’t 
matter for the purposes of 


being treated as a whistle¬ 
blower if all of the allega¬ 
tions are borne out as en¬ 
tirely true, or even if politi¬ 
cal motives or partisanship 
did factor into the decision 
to come forward. 

Giuliani, already in the spot¬ 
light, was scheduled to ap¬ 
pear at a Kremlin-backed 
conference in Armenia on 
Tuesday, but he said Friday 
he would not be attend¬ 
ing. The agenda showed 
him speaking at a session 
on digital financial tech¬ 
nologies. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin also was 
scheduled to participate in 
the conference. 
Republicans were straining 
under the uncertainty of 
being swept up in the most 
serious test yet of their alli¬ 
ance with the Trump White 
House. 

“We owe people to take it 
seriously," said Sen. Marco 
Rubio, R-Fla., a onetime 
Trump rival who is now a 
member of the intelligence 
committee. □ 
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Sheriff’s deputy slain near Houston was first Sikh officer 


JERSEY VILLAGE, Texas (AP) 

— A sheriff’s deputy de¬ 
scribed as “a trailblazer” 
because he was the first 
Sikh deputy of the Har¬ 
ris County Sheriff's Office 
when he joined the force 
10 years ago, was shot and 
killed while making a traffic 
stop Friday near Houston. 
Deputy Sandeep Dhaliwal, 
42, was pronounced dead 
at Memorial Hermann Hos¬ 
pital after the 12:45 p.m. 
shooting in a residential cul- 
de-sac 18 miles (29 kilome¬ 
ters) northwest of Houston. 
Dhaliwal had stopped a 
vehicle with two people 
inside when one of the oc¬ 
cupants was able to leave 
the vehicle, approach the 
deputy from behind and 
shoot him at least twice — 
“basically just shot him in a 
very ruthless, cold-blooded 
way,” said Harris County 
Sheriff Ed Gonzalez. 
Gonzalez’s predecessor as 


sheriff, Adrian Garcia, im¬ 
plemented a religious ac¬ 
commodation policy that 
allowed Dhaliwal to wear 
the traditional turban and 
beard of the Sikh religion. 
Dhaliwal's dashboard 
camera captured video 
showing Dhaliwal speak¬ 
ing with the driver in what 
appeared to be a con¬ 
versational tone with “no 
combat, no arguing,” Sher¬ 
iff's Maj. Mike Lee said. The 
driver’s door was opened 
at one point, and Dhali¬ 
wal shut it as the driver 
remained in the vehicle. 
When Dhaliwal turned to 
walk back to his patrol car, 
the driver steps from the 
car “almost immediately 
running with a gun already 
out,” Lee said. The driver 
shot the deputy from be¬ 
hind, hitting him in the back 
of the head. The driver got 
back in his car and drove 
away. 


A deputy a short time later 
found and arrested a ner¬ 
vous man matching the 
description of the driver 
in a business at a nearby 
strip shopping center, Lee 
said. A woman believed 
to have been a passenger 
in the car also was taken 
into custody. Their identities 
haven’t been released. 
Gonzelez recounted how 
Dhaliwal worked with Unit¬ 
ed Sikhs, an international 
nonprofit, non-governmen¬ 
tal, humanitarian relief, hu¬ 
man development and 
advocacy organization af¬ 
filiated with the United Na¬ 
tions. Dhaliwal worked with 
the nonprofit to organize 
the donation of supplies for 
first responders after Hur¬ 
ricane Harvey devastated 
the county. He also went 
to Puerto Rico to help with 
relief after Hurricane Maria 
devastated the island. 

“He was a hero. Deputy 



In this Aug. 30, 2015, photo, Harris County Sheriff s Deputy 
Sandeep Dhaliwal, center, grieves with Deputies Dixon, left, and 
Seibert, right, at a memorial for Deputy Darren Goforth, at the 
Chevron where he was killed, in Houston. 

Associated Press 


Dhaliwal was a trailblazer,” 
Gonzalez said. 

Dhaliwal was the father of 
three children 
“There are no words to 
speak to how heartbroken 
we are, how devastated,” 
the sheriff said. 

Dhaliwal is the second Tex¬ 
as deputy to die while mak¬ 


ing a traffic stop this year. El 
Paso County Deputy Peter 
Herrera was fatally shot dur¬ 
ing a March traffic stop in 
San Elizario, about 25 miles 
(40 kilometers) southeast of 
El Paso. Both occupants of 
the car were charged with 
capital murder and await 
trial.□ 


Judge blocks Trump rules for detained migrant kids 



In this July 9, 2019, file photo, staff escort immigrants to class 
at the U.S. government's newest holding center for migrant 
children in Carrizo Springs, Texas. 

Associated Press 


By AMY TAXIN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A U.S. 
judge on Friday blocked 
new Trump administration 
rules that would enable the 
government to keep immi¬ 
grant children in detention 
facilities with their parents 
indefinitely. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Dolly Gee in Los Angeles 
said the rules conflict with a 
1997 settlement agreement 
that requires the govern¬ 
ment to release immigrant 
children caught on the bor¬ 
der as quickly as possible to 
relatives in the U.S. and says 
they can only be held in fa¬ 
cilities licensed by a state. 
Gee said the Flores agree¬ 
ment — named for a teen¬ 
age plaintiff — will remain in 
place and govern the con¬ 
ditions for all immigrant chil¬ 
dren in U.S. custody, includ¬ 
ing those with their parents. 


“Defendants willingly ne¬ 
gotiated and bound them¬ 
selves to these standards 
for all minors in its custody, 
and no final regulations or 
changed circumstances 
yet merit termination of the 
Flores agreement.” 

The Trump administration 
sought to end the agree¬ 
ment and issued the new 
rules with the hope of de¬ 
taining immigrant children 
in facilities with their par¬ 
ents. The move came as 
part of a broader crack¬ 
down on asylum seekers ar¬ 
riving on the Southwest bor¬ 
der, many of them families 
with children from Central 
America. 

The Flores agreement al¬ 
lows for the settlement to 
be phased out when rules 
are issued for the custody 
of immigrant children that 
are consistent with its terms. 
Attorneys who represent 


detained immigrant chil¬ 
dren welcomed Gee's 
position, which she initially 
conveyed to them in a 
draft ruling during a court 
hearing Friday. 

They said they wouldn’t 
let the administration use 
young immigrants to try 


to deter migrants fleeing 
desperate conditions from 
seeking asylum in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

“We will continue vigorously 
to defend the rights of de¬ 
tained immigrant children,” 
Neha Desai, director of im¬ 
migration at the National 


Center for Youth Law, told 
reporters. The Department 
of Justice said the adminis¬ 
tration is disappointed with 
the ruling because it did 
what was required to im¬ 
plement the new rules. 
Attorneys for both sides 
said they would be willing 
to meet and discuss wheth¬ 
er some aspects of the rules 
aren’t subject to the settle¬ 
ment. Gee gave them until 
Oct. 4 to do so. 

More than 400,000 immi¬ 
grants traveling in family 
groups with children have 
been stopped on the Mex¬ 
ico border in the past year. 
In its crackdown, the Trump 
administration has had mi¬ 
grants await immigration 
court hearings in Mexico 
and required those who 
cross through a third coun¬ 
try to seek refuge there be¬ 
fore applying for asylum in 
the U.S. □ 
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Outages to deter wildfires burden rural California counties 



In this Oct. 20, 2017, file photo Gordon Easter and finance Gail Hale embrace as they return to 
their home on Hopper Lane in Coffey Park, in Santa Rosa, Calif. 


By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

When California’s larg¬ 
est utility warned it would 
cut power to thousands 
to prevent its equipment 
from starting wildfires dur¬ 
ing warm, windy weather, 
officials in the wealthy wine 
region of Sonoma County 
sprang into action. 

They declared a state of 
emergency and called up 
additional first responders 
who could direct traffic or 
take vulnerable residents to 
places with electricity. 
Nearly 200 miles (275 ki¬ 
lometers) north, officials 
in rural Butte County sim¬ 
ply posted Pacific Gas & 
Electric information online 
about which neighbor¬ 
hoods would be affected 
and what to do with perish¬ 
able food. 

Both counties had com¬ 
munities decimated in wild¬ 
fires ignited by power lines 
in recent years. They face 
the long-term prospect of 
frequent power shutoffs 
during fire season as PG&E 
and other utilities try to pre¬ 
vent their equipment from 
sparking blazes like the one 
last year that killed 85 peo¬ 
ple and nearly destroyed 
the Butte County town of 
Paradise. 

More populated, wealthier 
counties have adapted 
their emergency plans to 
respond to the new reality 
of thousands of residents 
losing power for an unde¬ 


termined amount of time. 
But the preventive outages 
are proving to be a burden 
to smaller, poorer counties 
without resources to set up 
places for people to cool 
off or mobilize staff to deal 
with emergencies if outag¬ 
es stretch past two days. 
“The outages are to avoid 
an emergency and a fire 
disaster, but there are no 
resources that counties 
can access to make sure 
that people are at a cool¬ 
ing station or get the trans¬ 
portation they need to get 
there,” said Darby Thomas, 
deputy executive director 
of the California State Asso¬ 
ciation of Counties. 
California lawmakers this 
year set aside $75 million to 
prepare local governments 
for the outages, but officials 


have yet to decide how to 
distribute the money. 

The outages are new for 
PG&E and Southern Califor¬ 
nia Edison, which together 
provide power in 55 of Cali¬ 
fornia’s 58 counties. The 
utilities and county officials 
are working together to 
figure out their roles, but a 
lack of standards has led to 
disparate responses. 

This week, PG&E shut off 
power to more than 48,000 
customers in seven coun¬ 
ties in wine country and the 
Sierra Nevada foothills as 
the humidity plunged, tem¬ 
peratures rose and winds 
kicked up — a combination 
that has fueled some of the 
most destructive blazes in 
California history. 

The outages lasted less 
than a day, and no major 
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problems were reported. 

In Sonoma County, PG&E 
cut power to 700 people in 
the Santa Rosa area, where 
a massive blaze in October 
2017 killed 22 people and 
destroyed more than 5,000 
homes. 

The county started plan¬ 
ning for power outages 
shortly after regulators ap¬ 
proved them in May, emer¬ 
gency management direc¬ 
tor Chris Godley said. 

“Just like we prepare for 
an earthquake, or fire sea¬ 
son, or flood season, we 
also prepared for the de¬ 
energization because if the 
power will be out for more 
than 48 hours, it's really an 
emergency for the com¬ 
munity,” he said. 

The county’s outage plan 
calls for opening facilities 


with air conditioning, add¬ 
ing more police patrols to 
direct traffic after street¬ 
lights go out and sending 
workers to check on those 
who are sick or immobile. 
“Our response philosophy is 
to ensure maximum and full 
response immediately be¬ 
cause we don't know the 
level and scope of what's 
going to happen,” Godley 
said. 

In Butte County, where 
24,000 customers lost pow¬ 
er twice this week, authori¬ 
ties ensured backup gener¬ 
ators worked, had staffers 
ready in case they needed 
to check on vulnerable 
people and shared PG&E 
updates on social media. 
They planned to rely on 
two PG&E cooling centers. 
“Our role is to make sure the 
information gets out there 
because it’s really PG&E’s 
thing,” county spokeswom¬ 
an Miranda Bowersox said. 
Lake County, home to just 
60,000 people in the Sier¬ 
ra foothills where wildfires 
in recent years killed four 
people and burned hun¬ 
dreds of buildings, emer¬ 
gency officials have spent 
$500,000 buying and install¬ 
ing generators that can 
power police, fire, water 
and sewage services. 

It doesn’t have the resourc¬ 
es to do much more than 
ensure government build¬ 
ings are operating during 
an outage, said Dale Car- 
nathan, county emergen¬ 
cy services managerO 



In this Oct. 11, 2018, file photo, adult film actress Stormy Daniels 
attends the opening of the adult entertainment fair ‘Venus' in 
Berlin, Germany. 

Associated Press 

By ANDREW WELSH-HUG- Ohio’s capital city agreed 
GINS Friday to pay porn actress 

Associated Press Stormy Daniels $450,000 to 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — settle a lawsuit over her ar- 


City to pay Stormy Daniels 
$450,000 over strip club arrest 


rest at a strip club last year, 
the latest fallout traced to 
the city’s now-disbanded 
vice unit. 

Daniels’ federal defama¬ 
tion complaint against sev¬ 
eral Columbus officers al¬ 
leged police conspired to 
retaliate against her over 
her claims that she had sex 
with Donald Trump before 
he became president. 

She was arrested on sus¬ 
picion of inappropriately 
touching an undercover 
officer following a perfor¬ 
mance at Sirens in July 
2018, but the city attorney’s 
office dropped charges 
within hours. 


The agreement was 
reached after media¬ 
tion Friday, with all parties 
agreeing the figure was fair 
“given the facts and cir¬ 
cumstances involved,” said 
Meredith Tucker, a spokes¬ 
woman for City Attorney 
Zach Klein. 

The interim Columbus po¬ 
lice chief recommended 
this month that two officers 
from the former vice unit be 
fired for their roles in the un¬ 
dercover strip club opera¬ 
tion that resulted in Daniels’ 
arrest. Chief Tom Quinlan 
also recommended sus¬ 
pensions for a lieutenant 
and sergeant, and a writ¬ 


ten reprimand for a com¬ 
mander. The city’s safety 
director has the final say. 
The police union has called 
the recommended disci¬ 
pline excessive. 

An internal police review 
determined Daniels' ar¬ 
rest was improper but not 
planned in advance or po¬ 
litically motivated. 

Officers chose to obtain 
evidence for alleged illegal 
touching of customers by 
dancers “by placing them¬ 
selves, unnecessarily, at risk 
and potential for physical 
contact with Ms. Clifford,” 
the March report conclud¬ 
ed. □ 
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APNewsBreak: Cause of deadly 
boat fire still a mystery 


By STEFANIE DAZIO 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — In¬ 
vestigators completed a 
two-week examination of 
the charred wreckage of 
a scuba diving boat and 
could not determine what 
ignited the fire that killed 
34 people off the Southern 
California coast, a law en¬ 
forcement official said Fri- 
day.The boaf, named Con¬ 
ception, was anchored just 
off Santa Cruz Island when 
it caught fire and sank ear¬ 
ly on Sept. 2. It was raised 
and brought to Port Huen- 
eme, a naval base north¬ 
west of Los Angeles, where 
specially trained teams 
from the FBI and Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives tried to fig¬ 
ure out what sparked the 
blaze. 

They completed their work 
there without finding the 
cause, but the investiga¬ 
tion will continue, said the 


official, who was not autho¬ 
rized to release the infor¬ 
mation publicly and spoke 
to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity. 
Pieces of the boat have 
been sent to labs for ad¬ 
ditional testing, and inves¬ 
tigators are poring through 
hundreds of documents 
seized from the boat's op¬ 
erator, Truth Aquatics Inc., 
the official said. Some parts 
of the boat washed away 
when it was submerged. 
Carlos Canino, special 
agent in charge of the 
ATF’s Los Angeles office, 
said there’s no target date 
for completing the investi¬ 
gation. 

“We don’t put a time limit 
on it,” he said. “That all de¬ 
pends on the science and 
the evidence.” 

The cause ultimately will 
be ruled as accidental, in¬ 
cendiary — meaning it was 
deliberately set — or unde¬ 
termined. Authorities have 


Private prison company 
to house non-US citizens 
in Michigan 

DETROIT (AP) — A private prison company in northern 
Michigan said it can begin Tuesday to house non-U.S. citi¬ 
zens convicted of federal crimes. 

The Federal Bureau of Prisons in May granted GEO Group 
Inc. a 10-year contract to house up to 1,800 adult inmates 
at its North Lake Correction Facility in Baldwin village, 
which is 240 miles (386 kilometers) northwest of Detroit. 
The prison is different than immigration detention centers 
that hold people accused of entering the country illegal¬ 
ly. Instead they hold people convicted of crimes, includ¬ 
ing illegal entry. Inmates in Baldwin would typically have 
sentences of 90 months or less to serve for nonviolent drug 
offenses or re-entry to the country after deportation. They 
all face deportation after completing their sentences. 
The prison hired 234 people, many of whom are from the 
surrounding area. They’re expected to earn between 
$35,000 and $76,000. 

“A filled bed is a filled bed; it’s profit for GEO and they’re 
hiring people,” said Baldwin village president Jim Truxton, 
a long-time supporter of the project. “How is it any differ¬ 
ent than GM building a new plant in the Detroit area?” 
The Baldwin facility will be one of nearly a dozen private 
facilities contracted to house federal non-citizen offend¬ 
ers for the Bureau of Prisons. Housing low-security federal 
inmates in private prisons is less costly. 

As of April 2017, the cost to house inmates at private sites 
averaged $68.19 a day, while housing an inmate in a low- 
security federal facility averaged $87.41 a day, the De¬ 
troit News reported. Florida-based GEO Group expects 
the contract in Baldwin will to generate roughly $37 mil¬ 
lion a year in incremental annualized revenues. Truxton 
said Lake County will also reap some financial benefits. □ 


In this Sept. 12, 2019, file photo, the burned hull of the dive boat 
Conception is brought to the surface by a salvage team off 
Santa Cruz Island, Calif. 


said there is no indication 
the fire was arson. 

In the meantime, the Coast 
Guard, FBI and U.S. attor¬ 
ney’s office in Los Ange¬ 
les are leading a criminal 
probe, and the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
is investigating safety issues. 
Coast Guard rules require 
a “roving" night watch, 
but investigators have said 
the captain and four crew 
members were asleep on 
the upper deck when the 
fire broke out around 3 a.m. 
and quickly swept through 
the boat. The 33 passengers 
and a deckhand sleeping 
below deck during a three- 
day scuba diving excursion 
were trapped and died. 
The crew members tried 
to rescue people but were 
driven back by the flames 
and abandoned ship, in¬ 


vestigators have said. Any 
criminal charges would 
likely involve an obscure 
federal law known as the 
seaman’s manslaughter 
statute. It only requires 
showing negligence or that 
the captain or crew com¬ 
mitted misconduct or ne¬ 
glected their duties. That 
means an inability to deter¬ 
mine the fire's exact cause 
may not affect the criminal 
case. But an undetermined 


Associated Press 

cause could play a role in 
lawsuits and the owner’s li¬ 
ability. Failing to determine 
what sparked the blaze 
could make it difficult to 
prove if a boat owner was 
negligent. 

“If the best experts in the 
world can’t determine the 
cause or origin of the fire, 
then how’s the owner sup¬ 
posed to know?" maritime 
lawyer James Mercante 
said. □ 
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In this Wednesday, Sept. 25,2109 file photo, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu gives a statement in Jerusalem. 

Associated Press 


Israel PM’s rival 
rejects conditions for 
forming government 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s 
centrist Blue and White 
party, which won the most 
seats in elections earlier this 
month, on Friday rejected 
what it said were demands 
from Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu to form a 
unity government under 
his leadership with his right- 
wing and ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish allies. After talks 
with Netanyahu’s Likud, 
the Blue and White party 
said it “made clear from 
the outset” that it would 
reject those conditions, 
underscoring the daunting 
task facing Israel's longest- 
serving prime minister as 
he struggles to hold onto 
his post. “It is clear that 
the stance taken in set¬ 
ting these two precondi¬ 
tions is aimed at dragging 
the state of Israel into a 
third round of elections, in 
line with the interests of the 
prime minister,” Blue and 


White said in a statement. 
The centrist party, led by 
former army chief Benny 
Gantz, won 33 seats, close¬ 
ly followed by Netanyahu’s 
Likud, with 32. But neither 
has enough support to as¬ 
semble a 61-seat major¬ 
ity coalition, and they are 
fiercely divided over the 
leadership and makeup of 
any unity government. 
Netanyahu says he is ne¬ 
gotiating as the head of a 
55-seat bloc that includes 
his allies, while the Blue and 
White says it is only negoti¬ 
ating with the Likud. 

Gantz has said he will not 
sit in a government led by 
Netanyahu while the prime 
minister faces likely indict¬ 
ment on a series of corrup¬ 
tion allegations following a 
hearing next week. 
Netanyahu is not required 
by Israeli law to step down 
if he is indicted but will face 
heavy pressure to do so.Q 


Canada police: 2 
fugitives talked about 
killing on videos 


SURREY, British Columbia 
(AP) — Canadian police 
say two fugitives suspect¬ 
ed of killing three people 
before taking their own 
lives had recorded vid¬ 
eos in which they took re¬ 
sponsibility for the deaths 
of the victims. 

The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police said Fri¬ 
day that six videos on 
a digital camera were 
found near the bodies of 
the two suspects. 

The bodies of the sus¬ 
pects, 19-year-old Kam 


McLeod and 18-year-old 
Bryer Schmegelsky, were 
found Aug. 7 in dense 
bush in Manitoba. Au¬ 
thorities say they died by 
suicide. 

The teens were charged 
with the murder of a Uni¬ 
versity of British Columbia 
botany lecturer Leonard 
Dyck. They were also sus¬ 
pects in the deaths of 
American Chynna Deese 
and her Australian boy¬ 
friend Lucas Fowler. 
Police say they are un¬ 
able to give a motive.Q 



This photo taken May 10, 2018, shows defense lawyer Boris Bytensky, left to right. Justice Ruby 
Wong, Alek Minassian and Crown prosecutor Joe Callaghan in court as Minassian appears by 
video in Toronto. 

Associated Press 

Toronto van attack suspect said 
he ‘accomplished my mission’ 


By ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — A newly 
released video shows a 
man who allegedly used a 
van to kill 10 pedestrians in 
Toronto telling police that 
he belonged to an online 
community of sexually frus¬ 
trated men who plot at¬ 
tacks against people who 
have sex. 

Alek Minassian faces 10 
counts of first-degree mur¬ 
der and 16 counts of at¬ 
tempted murder in con¬ 
nection with the April 23, 
2018, attack. 

It drew attention to an on¬ 
line world of sexual loneli¬ 
ness, rage and misogyny 
after the suspect invoked 
an uprising by “involuntary 
celibates” and said he had 
contact with a California 
killer who seefhed af wom¬ 
en for rejecting him. 
Minassian, 26, is accused 
of driving a rental van into 
crowds of pedestrians in a 
busy north Toronto neigh¬ 
borhood. Eight women 
and two men ranging in 
age from 22 to 94 died. 
Minassian has yet to enter 
a plea. His trial begins in 
February, but a publication 
ban on his interrogation by 
police was lifted Friday. The 
police interview took place 
just hours after the attack. 

“I feel like I accomplished 


my mission,” Minassian said 
when asked by the detec¬ 
tive how he feels about the 
death of 10 people. 
Minassian, who said he nev¬ 
er had a girlfriend and was 
a virgin, acknowledged he 
used the van as a weapon 
and said he wanted to in¬ 
spire more attacks. 

“I know of several other 
guys over the internet who 
feel fhe same way,” he 
said, adding fhey are "too 
cowardly to act on their 
anger.” 

Minassian calls himself an 
“incel," short for “involun¬ 
tary celibate.” The incel 
movement is an online sub¬ 
culture linked to the deadly 
attack in Toronto as well as 
attacks in California and 
Florida. It promotes the mi- 
sogynistic idea that men 
are entitled to have sex 
with women. 

Over time, “incel” has be¬ 
come a buzzword for cer¬ 
tain men infuriated at be¬ 
ing rejected by women 
and prone to float ideas for 
violent payback, accord¬ 
ing to sociologists and oth¬ 
ers who study them. 
Like-minded people in in¬ 
ternet forums sometimes 
use “Chad” and “Stacy” 
as dismissive slang for men 
and women with more ac¬ 
tive sex lives. 

Minassian said he discussed 


his sexual frustrations on the 
website 4chan, which has 
become notorious as a 
place for extremists to post 
their views. 

Minassian said he was in 
contact with Elliot Rodger, 
a community college stu¬ 
dent who killed six people 
and wounded 13 in shoot¬ 
ing and stabbing attacks in 
2014 near the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, 
before apparently shoot¬ 
ing himself to death. 
Rodger had railed in a 
manifesto and online vid¬ 
eos about women who 
shunned him and called 
for an incel “overthrow” 
of what he saw as feminist 
domination. 

Minassian said he “radical¬ 
ized” around the time of 
the Rodger attack. 

“I felt it was time to take ac¬ 
tion and not just sit on the 
sidelines and just fester in 
my own sadness," he said. 
Minassian also said in 2013 
he went to a Halloween 
party and was laughed at 
by women with whom he 
tried to socialize. He said 
he was upset the women 
gave affection to bigger 
men. 

Minassian said he planned 
the attack for a monfh. 
He said he wanted a van 
that wasn’t too big, one he 
could maneuver.Q 
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Ukraine’s prosecutor says no probe into Biden 



President Donald Trump meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy at the InterContinental 
Barclay New York hotel during the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019, 
in New York. 


By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Ukraine’s 
top anti-corruption offi¬ 
cial said Friday his agency 
hasn’t launched an investi¬ 
gation into former U.S. Vice 
President Joe Biden or his 
son, even though U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump pressed 
for one in a summer phone 
call that touched off an im¬ 
peachment inquiry. 

Trump pushed Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen¬ 
skiy to investigate his politi¬ 
cal rival and his son. Hunter, 
who served on the board 
of an energy company in 
Ukraine. That July 25 phone 
call is the focus of a whistle¬ 
blower complaint that trig¬ 
gered the formal impeach¬ 
ment inquiry in the U.S. 
Congress. 

Nazar Kholodnitskiy, the 
head of the Specialized 
Anti-Corruption Prosecu¬ 
tor's Office, said in an in¬ 
terview with NV radio that 
Biden and his son weren't 
the subject of any investi¬ 
gation. 

Hunter Biden served on 
the board of Ukrainian gas 
company Burisma at the 
same time as his father was 
leading the Obama ad¬ 
ministration’s diplomatic 
dealings with Kyiv. Though 
the timing raised concerns 
among anti-corruption ad¬ 
vocates, there has been no 
evidence of wrongdoing 
by either the former vice 
president or his son. Trump 
also has claimed that Joe 
Biden pressured the Ukrai¬ 
nian government to shut 
down a corruption investi¬ 
gation of Burisma, but that 
claim has been repeatedly 
discredited. 

Kholodnitskiy said in the 


radio interview that the 
earlier investigation of Bu¬ 
risma was closed for lack 
of evidence in 2017, but a 
court in the Ukrainian capi¬ 
tal overruled the move the 
following year. Despite the 
court’s ruling, the case has 
remained on hold and the 
investigation has stalled. 

He emphasized that there 
was no mention of Biden 
or his son in the Burisma 
case, which was focused 
broadly to look into alleged 
abuse of power by officials 
in Ukraine's Ministry of Ecol¬ 
ogy. 

Asked if Ukrainian prosecu¬ 
tors could question Biden 
or his son, Kholodnitskiy said 
that to do so they would 
need to see information 
that would signal possible 
wrongdoing. 

“As of now, there is nothing 
there," he said. “If it comes 
up, measures will be taken 
to check the information." 
In the July call, Zelenskiy 
appears to make an ef¬ 
fort to stay in Trump’s good 
graces, telling him at least 
twice that he is “absolutely 
right.” But after the rough 
transcript was released 
by the White House this 
week, Zelenskiy told report¬ 
ers he didn't feel pushed, 
emphasizing that “no one 
can pressure me." He also 
sought to play down the 
situation involving Biden 
and his son’s activities in 
Ukraine, calling it just one 
of “many cases that I talk 
about with leaders of other 
countries.” 

The political furor has come 
as a severe test for Zelen¬ 
skiy, a comedian without 
any political experience 
who was elected in a land¬ 
slide on promises to uproot 


the country’s endemic cor¬ 
ruption and end fighting 
with Russia-backed sepa¬ 
ratists in Ukraine’s east. 

The publication of the call, 
in which both presidents 
made critical comments 
about German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and French 
President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron, has drawn acerbic 
comments from Russian of¬ 
ficials and lawmakers. 

“We are waiting for the par¬ 
ty to continue,” Russian For¬ 
eign Ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova said. “Let 
them publish transcripts of 
conversations between 
NATO allies. It would also 
be useful to publish minutes 
of closed meetings at the 
CIA, the FBI and the Penta¬ 
gon. Put it all on air!” 
Zakharova also scoffed at 


Democratic House Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi’s decision 
to open an impeachment 
inquiry based on the call. 

“Is it the Democrats’ job 
to make a laughing stock 
of the United States?” she 
said. “It’s exactly what Ms. 
Pelosi has done to Con¬ 
gress, the White House and 
other state institutions.” 
Asked if Moscow is worried 
that the White House could 
similarly publish transcripts 
of Trump’s calls with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said that “we would 
like to hope that it wouldn’t 
come to that in our rela¬ 
tions, which are already 
troubled by a lot of prob¬ 
lems.” 

Speaking in a conference 
call with reporters, he em- 


Associated Press 

phasized that the publica¬ 
tion of the Trump-Zelenskiy 
call is an internal U.S. is¬ 
sue, but added that it was 
“quite unusual” to release 
a confidential call between 
leaders. 

“The materials related to 
conversations between 
heads of states are usu¬ 
ally classified according to 
normal international prac¬ 
tice,” he said. □ 


Like us on 
Facebook 



facebook.com /arubatoday/ 





















SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 


A10 lWORLD NEWS 



Report: No-deal Brexit could leave UK with medical shortages 



In this Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2019 file photo, an employee of Eurotunnel and his dog check trucks on 
their way to Britain during a day of test in case of no deal Brexit, at the exit of the Channel tunnel 
in Calais, northern France. 


By MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
government watchdog 
says there’s still a “signifi¬ 
cant amount" of work to 
do to make sure the coun¬ 
try has an adequate supply 
of licensed drugs in case of 
a no-deal Brexit. 

In a report issued Friday, 
Britain's National Audit Of¬ 
fice said additional ship¬ 
ping capacity chartered 
by the U.K. for sending 
goods across the English 
Channel might not be op¬ 
erational until the end of 
November — one month 
after the Oct. 31 deadline 
for Britain to leave the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. Of the more 
than 12,300 medicines li¬ 
censed in the U.K., about 
7,000 arrive from or via the 
EU, mostly across the Chan¬ 
nel. 

Meg Hillier, who chairs a 
committee overseeing the 
audit office, called the 
findings “deeply concern¬ 
ing." She said she had seen 
“countless examples” of 
the British government miss¬ 
ing deadlines, but that this 
one was particularly strik¬ 
ing. 

“If the government gets this 
wrong, it could have the 
gravest of consequences," 
she said. 

Alan Boyd of the Academy 
of Medical Royal Colleges 
said people with epilepsy 
were a particular concern 
in the event of any drug 
shortages, noting that “one 


seizure can have a life¬ 
changing impact.” 
According to the British 
government’s “reasonable 
worst-case “ scenario, the 
flow of goods could be cut 
by half on Day One of a no¬ 
deal Brexit and could take 
a year to recover. It said 
time was “extremely lim¬ 
ited” if the shipping issues 
were to be resolved by the 
end of October. 

Dr. David Nicholl, a neurol¬ 
ogist who helped draft the 
U.K.’s no-deal Brexit plan¬ 
ning and went public with 
his concerns this month, 
said he felt vindicated by 
the audit office report. He 
said during his work con¬ 
sulting for the government, 
there were fears about ad¬ 
equate supplies for treat¬ 


ments for conditions includ¬ 
ing epilepsy, Parkinson's 
disease, diabetes and cer¬ 
tain cancers including leu¬ 
kemia. 

“It’s incredibly troubling 
and reckless,” he said. “I 
don’t think there's any evi¬ 
dence that we’re in any 
better situation than we 
were before.” 

Nicholl said British politi¬ 
cians were still refusing to 
honestly acknowledge 
the harm that would be 
caused to patients in Brit¬ 
ain by a no-deal exit. He 
predicted there would be 
a spike in illness and deaths 
if Britain does leave Europe 
without a divorce deal. 

In early September, Nicholl 
publicly raised the issue of 
drug shortages on a Lon- 


Associated Press 

don radio show when he 
pointedly asked Jacob 
Rees-Mogg, the leader of 
the House of Commons, 
what level of excess deaths 
he would be willing to ac¬ 
cept in a no-deal Brexit. 
Mogg dismissed Nicholl’s 
warnings and later com¬ 
pared him to the disgraced 
researcher Andrew Wake¬ 
field, who published a now- 
discredited paper linking 
a childhood vaccine to 
autism. Mogg later apolo¬ 
gized for the comparison. 
Nicholl said he was so dis¬ 
illusioned with the lack of 
action to address his con¬ 
cerns that he has decided 
to enter politics; he will 
stand as a candidate for 
the Liberal Democrats in a 
district currently held by Sa- 


jid Javid, the Conservative 
chancellor. 

“I do not believe for one 
minute that anyone who 
voted to leave in 2016 vot¬ 
ed to harm themselves and 
other people, and yet that 
is where we're heading," 
he said. “We need some 
people in Parliament with a 
brain who are willing to ne¬ 
gotiate with other people.” 
Britain’s department of 
health said it has taken 
measures to prepare for a 
no-deal departure, includ¬ 
ing ordering six weeks of 
extra medicine stocks and 
securing specialist courier 
services to deliver products 
with a short shelf life. 

But not everyone was con¬ 
vinced by the moves. 

“One thing is clear about 
a no-deal Brexit and that is 
that no amount of prepa¬ 
ration can fully eradicate 
the risks it presents to pa¬ 
tient safety," said Donal 
O'Donoghue of the Royal 
College of Physicians . “It is 
impossible for me and my 
colleagues to reassure pa¬ 
tients that their health and 
care won’t be negatively 
impacted by the U.K. leav¬ 
ing the EU without a deal.” 
Steve Bates, CEO of U.K.’ 
s Bioindustry Association 
, said that unlike the last 
Brexit deadline — March 
31 — the government has 
given companies much 
less information about al¬ 
ternative routes in case 
a no-deal Brexit results in 
jammed portsO 


Outages to deter wildfires burden rural California counties 


By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

When California’s largest 
utility warned it would cut 
power to thousands to 
prevent its equipment from 
starting wildfires during 
warm, windy weather, 
officials in the wealthy wine 
region of Sonoma County 
sprang into action. 

They declared a state of 
emergency and called up 
additional first responders 
who could direct traffic or 
take vulnerable residents to 
places with electricity. 
Nearly 200 miles (275 
kilometers) north, officials 
in rural Butte County 
simply posted Pacific Gas 


& Electric information 
online about which 

neighborhoods would be 
affected and what to do 
with perishable food. 

Both counties had 

communities decimated 
in wildfires ignited by 
power lines in recent 
years. They face the long¬ 
term prospect of frequent 
power shutoffs during fire 
season as PG&E and other 
utilities try to prevent their 
equipment from sparking 
blazes like the one last year 
that killed 85 people and 
nearly destroyed the Butte 
County town of Paradise. 
More populated, wealthier 
counties have adapted 
their emergency plans 



In this Oct. 20, 2017, file photo Gordon Easter and finance Gail 
Hale embrace as they return to their home on Hopper Lane in 
Coffey Park, in Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Associated Press 

to respond to the new residents losing power for 
reality of thousands of an undetermined amount 


of time. But the preventive 
outages are proving to be 
a burden to smaller, poorer 
counties without resources 
to set up places for people 
to cool off or mobilize staff 
to deal with emergencies 
if outages stretch past two 
days. 

“The outages are to avoid 
an emergency and a fire 
disaster, but there are no 
resources that counties 
can access to make 
sure that people are at a 
cooling station or get the 
transportation they need 
to get there,” said Darby 
Thomas, deputy executive 
director of the California 
State Association of 
Counties. □ 






























Peru leader pushes vote that 
could let him dissolve congress 


By FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Peruvian 
President Martin Vizcarra 
on Friday escalated his 
feud with the opposition- 
controlled congress, say¬ 
ing he would push for a 
vote of confidence on his 
administration as he cam¬ 
paigns for stronger curbs 
on corruption. 

Should the legislature re¬ 
ject the vote, Vizcarra 
would have grounds un¬ 
der Peru’s constitution to 
dismiss congress and hold 
new elections. 

“It’s clear the democracy 
of our nation is at risk,” he 
said in a televised address 
to the nation. 

Vizcarra has made fighting 
Peru’s endemic graft the 
signature drive of his presi¬ 
dency, clashing frequently 
with congress as he pushes 
through reforms aimed at 
preventing ethical viola¬ 
tions in government. 

The political duel intensified 
in recent weeks after law¬ 
makers decided to shelve 
Vizcarra's proposal to hold 
early presidential and con¬ 
gressional elections, which 
he argues is necessary to 
break the deadlock and 
stabilize the nation. 
Vizcarra scolded congress 
for dismissing the initia¬ 
tive “without even allow¬ 
ing a discussion" and then 
quickly moving forward 
with scheduling a vote on 
new appointments to the 
Constitutional Tribunal. 
“With incredible speed, 
they proposed candidates 
in half an hour, without 
even weighing whether 
some of the candidates 
have ties to those being in¬ 
vestigated for corruption,” 
he said. 

The high court is set to de¬ 
cide on a number of impor¬ 
tant cases in the months 
ahead, including a habe¬ 
as corpus request to free 
Keiko Fujimori, the former 
first daughter whose party 
controls congress. She is 
being held while prosecu¬ 
tors investigate allegations 
of money laundering relat¬ 
ed to the massive Odebre- 
cht corruption scandal. 
Lawmakers have sched¬ 
uled the vote to replace 


six of the court’s seven 
magistrates Monday. Their 
terms had already expired, 
but Vizcarra and others, 
including the Inter-Amer¬ 
ican Commission on Hu¬ 
man Rights, have criticized 
lawmakers for the haste 
and lack of transparency 
in which the candidates 
have been selected. 

One of the 11 candidates 
is Wilber Medina, a lawyer 
who has indicated that he 
considers Fujimori a “politi¬ 
cal prisoner” and previously 
represented ex-President 
Alan Garcia. Garcia com¬ 
mitted suicide in April as of¬ 
ficers arrived at his home to 
detain him while investigat¬ 
ing alleged ties to the Ode- 
brecht scandal. 

Three others have voiced 
their disapproval of Vizcar¬ 
ra’s early election proposal. 
“This is an affront to all Peru¬ 
vians!” he decried. 

Vizcarra is expected to 
propose still unannounced 
changes to how magis¬ 
trates to the Constitution¬ 
al Tribunal are selected. 


which lawmakers will ap¬ 
prove or reject as a sign of 
confidence in his adminis¬ 
tration. 

Under Peru’s constitution, 
the executive can push 
congress to hold a vote of 
confidence. One such vote 
already took place under 
Vizcarra's predecessor, 
ex-President Pedro Pablo 
Kuczynski, who resigned 
after opposition lawmak¬ 
ers revealed previously un¬ 
disclosed payments from 
Odebrecht to his private 
consulting firm. 

By law, if congress rejects a 
second confidence vote, 
the president can then dis¬ 
solve the legislature. 
Vizcarra, who took power 
in March 2018 after Kuc- 
zynski’s resignation, has 
become an unexpectedly 
popular president as he 
takes on the monumen¬ 
tal task of rooting out the 
South American nation's 
widespread corruption. 
High-profile corruption 
cases have been exposed 
in nearly every branch of 


Peru’s President Martin Vizcarra delivers a national message at 
Government Palace, after an emergency cabinet meeting in 
Lima, Peru, Friday, Sept. 27, 2019. 


government, from judges 
caught negotiating sen¬ 
tences to presidents who 
prosecutors allege took 
money from Odebrecht to 


Associated Press 

finance their campaigns. 
Nearly every former living 
president in Peru is being 
investigated in connection 
with the probe.Q 


Nicaragua’s Nuevo Diario paper 
stops printing after 39 years 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) 

— Nicaragua’s Nuevo Dia¬ 
rio newspaper announced 
Friday that it is stopping its 
print edition after 39 years. 
Nuevo Diario was favorable 
to the Sandinista Revolu¬ 
tion when it was founded 
in 1980, but has since be¬ 
come critical of President 
Daniel Ortega’s crack¬ 
down on protests. 

The paper said it was stop¬ 
ping its print run “due to 
economic, technical and 
logistical difficulties that 
make it impossible to func¬ 
tion.” 

The paper did not explain 
those difficulties, but since 
last year it has complained 
Ortega’s government has 
not allowed it to obtain im¬ 
ported newsprint and ink. 

In a statement Friday, the 
paper did not say whether 
it would continue with a 
digital version. 

The country’s oldest news¬ 
paper, La Prensa, founded 
93 years ago, has previous- 


In this Nov. 5, 2008 file photo, 
Managua, Nicaragua. 

ly said it only has enough 
ink and newsprint for a few 
months. 

Hundreds of Nicaraguans 
have been killed, jailed or 
forced into exile since pro¬ 
tests against Ortega erupt- 


a man reads a copy of El Nuevo Dario at the Oriental market in 


ed in April 2018. 

The Inter-American Press 
Association said it “regrets 
that another newspaper in 
Latin America has stopped 
publishing due to pressure 
from an authoritarian gov- 


Associated Press 

eminent.” 

The association noted that 
Nuevo Diario previously 
had to cut its print edition 
from 38 to eight pages on 
weekdays because of the 
paper shortageO 
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Police watch as protesters set up burning barricades during a 
protest to demand the resignation of President Jovenel Moise in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, Sept. 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Protesters in Haiti 
burn businesses in 
push to oust leader 

By EVENS SANON 
Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — Thousands of protesters 
seeking to oust President Jovenel Moise attacked busi¬ 
nesses and government buildings across Haiti Friday, cre¬ 
ating chaos on the streets after a weeks-long shutdown 
of vital services that has damaged the country’s ailing 
economy and shaken the president’s already tenuous 
position. 

In the capital, Port-au-Prince, hundreds of opposition 
supporters ransacked a police station used by a special 
tactical unit, hauling out office furniture and even Kevlar 
vests and ammunition in the city shantytown of Cite Soleil. 
An Avis car rental office and Western Union branch were 
also attacked and burnt. 

Several houses in the Delmas neighborhood were burned, 
and groups of protesters hurled rocks at police, who re¬ 
sponded with tear gas. A radio station in the city of Jac- 
mel reported that a courthouse there had been burnt. 
“We are telling the people who live in the Cite Soleil area 
and the Haitian population to rise up to overthrow this 
government because President Jovenel Moise is not do¬ 
ing anything for us, just killing us,” said protester Francois 
Pericat. He said police had fatally shot three demonstra¬ 
tors. 

Government officials did not immediately return requests 
for comment. 

Other demonstrators waved green tree fronds as a sign 
that they were peaceful. 

Opposition leaders pledged that there would be no 
peace until Moise, who took office in 2017, resigns. 

Sen. Youri Latortue, one of the opposition leaders, told 
Radio Caraibes that “if Jovenel doesn’t resign today, 
whatever happens to him is not our responsibility.” 
“Jovenel Moise will be held accountable for everything 
that happens in the country today,” he said. 

Haiti has seen months of protests over the government’s 
reluctance to investigate and prosecute accusations 
that Moise's allies in the country's previous administration 
embezzled and wasted billions in proceeds from a Vene¬ 
zuelan program gifting Haiti with subsidized oil. Those pro¬ 
tests have been followed by strikes and violent demon¬ 
strations as the government has proven unable to import 
enough fuel to meet the nation’s daily needs. 

For three weeks, leaders of opposition parties have sent 
groups of young men onto the streets to enforce a shut¬ 
down of businesses and public services, which opposition 
leaders pledged would continue over the weekendO 



In this Sept. 27, 2017 file photo, a ripped Puerto Rican national flag spray painted with the 
words “Together as One” hangs from the facade of a business, in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 


Federal board files plan to reduce 
Puerto Rico debt by 60% 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — A federal con¬ 
trol board that oversees 
Puerto Rico’s finances 
filed in court Friday a 
long-awaited plan that 
it says would reduce the 
U.S. territory’s debt by 
more than 60 percent 
and pull the island out of 
bankruptcy in what gov¬ 
ernment officials called a 
historic moment. 

The plan comes three 
years after U.S. Congress 
created the board and 
would reduce $35 billion 
in liabilities to $12 billion, a 
move that some believe 
would help ease Puerto 
Rico’s financial crisis amid 
a 13-year recession, pave 
the way to the board's 
departure and allow 
Puerto Rico to regain fis¬ 
cal autonomy. 

“Today we have taken a 
big step to put bankrupt¬ 
cy behind us,” said board 
chairman Jose Carrion. 
“Three years after Con¬ 
gress passed PROMESA 
and two years after the 
most severe hurricane in 
more than 100 years hit 
Puerto Rico, after more 
than a decade of eco¬ 
nomic decline and fis¬ 
cal disarray, after tens 
of thousands of Puerto 
Ricans left their island to 
find prosperity elsewhere, 
we have now reached a 
turning point." 


Puerto Rico was drag¬ 
ging more than $70 bil¬ 
lion in public debt after 
decades of mismanage¬ 
ment, corruption and 
excessive borrowing to 
balance budgets. In 
June 2015, the govern¬ 
ment declared the debt 
unpayable, and in May 
2017, Puerto Rico filed for 
the biggest U.S. munici¬ 
pal bankruptcy in history. 
Since then, several multi- 
million-dollar deals have 
been reached with credi¬ 
tors holding bonds issued 
by certain Puerto Rico 
government agencies. 
The newest plan targets 
general obligation bonds 
and other debt held by 
the government, and it 
still has to be approved 
by a federal judge over¬ 
seeing a bankruptcy-like 
process as Puerto Rico 
still struggles to recover 
from Hurricane Maria. 
The island’s infrastructure 
remains weak as evi¬ 
denced by Puerto Rico's 
Electric Power Author¬ 
ity announcement late 
Thursday about selective 
power cuts given high 
demand and an over¬ 
whelmed power grid that 
has left tens of thousands 
without power overnight. 
In addition, the fiscal crisis 
has crippled Puerto Rico’s 
ability to recover from the 
Category 4 storm that hit 
in September 2017 be¬ 
cause it cannot borrow 


money since it doesn't 
have access to capital 
markets, officials said. 
Board members met on 
Friday to talk about the 
plan’s details, noting that 
while they expect credi¬ 
tors to fight back, the re¬ 
structuring is needed. 
Natalie Jaresko, the 
board's executive direc¬ 
tor, said Puerto Rico's 
bankruptcy is larger than 
that of General Motors 
in 2009 as she praised 
the aim to reduce the is¬ 
land’s debt by 60%. How¬ 
ever, Carrion acknowl¬ 
edged that the plan it¬ 
self would not lift Puerto 
Rico’s economy or spur 
economic development. 
“It's not a panacea,” he 
said, adding, “Nothing 
can happen unless we 
get out of bankruptcy.” 

If approved, the debt 
restructuring plan would 
reduce Puerto Rico’s an¬ 
nual debt service to un¬ 
der 9%, down from almost 
30% prior to Congress ap¬ 
proving a financial pack¬ 
age that led to the cre¬ 
ation of the board. 

The plan also would re¬ 
structure general obliga¬ 
tion bonds and others 
issued in previous years 
by Puerto Rico’s gov¬ 
ernment, with creditors 
who hold bonds issued 
after 2011 facing big¬ 
ger cuts since that debt 
has been challenged as 
unconstitutional. □ 
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International Coffee Day 


ORANJESTAD — Every year 
on October 1st , the world 
comes together to cel¬ 
ebrate coffee and recog¬ 
nize the millions of people 
across the globe - from 
farmers, to roasters, baris¬ 
tas, coffee shop owners 
and more - who work hard 
to create and serve the 
beverage we all love. 

Since 1983 this day has 
been commemorated as 
International Coffee day 
around the world where 
coffee is being produced 
and consumed. The first of¬ 
ficial date was October 1st 
of 2015, as agreed by the 
International Coffee Orga¬ 
nization and was launched 
in Milan. This day is also 
used to promote fair trade 
coffee and to raise aware¬ 
ness for the plight of the 
coffee growers. 

Coffee has never been 
more popular, with an 
estimated 3 billion cups 
consumed every day, a 
number which continues 
to rise. The diverse mix of 
global celebrations that 
take place on International 
Coffee Day truly showcase 
coffee as one of the world’s 
most loved beverages. 


What does it takes to make 
a cup of Coffee? 

It has never been more 
popular and there have 
never been more ways to 
drink coffee; lattes, Frap- 
puccino's, drip, cold brew, 
and of course espresso to 
name a few. But what does 
it take to make a cup of 
coffee? To start with, there 
are seven stages that form 
the coffee making process, 
from 'bean to cup': Picking, 
Washing, Drying, Grading, 
Roasting, Cupping and of 
course. Enjoying. 

At each of these stages 
there are specially-trained 
people, each with their 
own expertise, who play 
an important role in cof¬ 
fee’s production. Coffee 
impacts so many people’s 
lives, for many it is a passion 
but for even more it is the 
livelihood on which they 
depend. 

Whilst this is a time for cele¬ 
bration, leading up to and 
during ICD each year, we 
also need to focus on how 
to continue to improve cof¬ 
fee's future. At present, in 
spite of growing demand, 
coffee faces a dramatic 



A little bit about the story of 
the Coffee business between 
Guajira and Aruba 

This area of the Caribbean Sea where this place is lo¬ 
cated known as “El Homo”, is where the Guajiro busi¬ 
nessman Jorge Romero Arteaga used to send coffee 
to Aruba. They use these small boats known as pira¬ 
guas. This place close to the city of Riohacha was 
a heritage of the ancestors Romero, who accompa¬ 
nied General Jose Prudencio Padilla in the battle that 
took place at the Maracaibo Lake against Spain. As 
a gift, since they helped them win the battle, they 
were given this piece of land in the area of Cama- 
rones, where General Padilla was born. □ 



issue, as the prices that 
producers receive today 
are more than 30% below 
the average of the last ten 
years, threatening the live¬ 
lihoods of coffee farmers 


and their families. 

This is a good day to rec¬ 
ognize the hard work done 
daily by the producers of 
coffee. They make it pos¬ 


sible for us to enjoy a nice 
cup of coffee every day. 

No matter the time of the 
day a cup of coffee is al¬ 
ways welcome!! □ 


) 


Let’s Celebrate 
Coffee! 


SEPTEMBER 29 th 

Celebrating National Coffee Day 


Any coffee beverage of any size, same flavor at 
Starbucks Renaissance Mall from n am -1 pm, 
Starbucks Renaissance Marketplace and 
Starbucks Paseo Herencia from 12 - 2pm 


OCTOBER 1 


St 


Any coffee beverage of any size, 
same flavor between 12-2 pm 


at all Starbucks stores 


Join us for an educational coffee seminar at: 

Starbucks Renaissance Mail from 9 - 10am 
Starbucks Renaissance Marketplace from 10-11 am 
Starbucks Paseo Herencia from 2 - 3pm 




for more info please visit 

facebookcorri/ starbu cksaruba. 

Buy One Get One 


You 
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Peru’s Rotisserie Chicken is Here 



EAGLE BEACH — Las Brasas Perua- 
nas is the new kid on the block, part 
of the restaurant, Asi es mi Peru, at 
Paradise Beach Villas. Offering au¬ 
thentic Peruvian roasted chicken 
that gives you a mouthwatering 
experience, moreover because 
this is a dish prepared with love 
by the Peruvian chef, presented 
with pride by the Peruvian owner 
Roxana van Nes and her Dutch- 
Surinam husband Jan van Nes. You 
will encounter soft and juicy meat, 
a crispy skin and that special taste 
because of a 24-hour marinade, a 
must-try. 

“Polio a la Brasa, roasted chicken, 
is a very popular dish in Peru and 
the first thing my wife does when 
she visits her home country is pay¬ 
ing a visit to Pardos, a well-known 
chicken rotisserie in Lima. She real¬ 
ized she never found a place like 


this on the island of Aruba”, says 
Jan. “The seasoning makes the 
difference and when it lacks the 
chicken will be dry and without 
taste. That was our motivation to 
bring our own charcoal burning 
rotisserie from Peru, eco-friendly as 
it traps heat and steam internally 
meaning there is no smoke.” In the 
United States roasted chicken is a 
popular dish, now visitors can have 
a taste of their favorite home-dish, 
but with the Peruvian twist. 

Also Take-Out 

“Our chicken is marinated 24 
hours in a special mix of Peruvian 
herbs and spices including garlic, 
cumin and Peruvian pepper and 
roasted for one hour and 10 min¬ 
utes while preserving its full flavor. 
Another important element of our 
newest product is that the price is 
more than reasonable, thus giving 



our clientele an alternative to our 
establishment Asi es mi Peru. And 
not to forget: the Polio a la Brasa 
has a take-out option too.” Jan 
continues giving an example of a 
table of eight persons that came 
to eat-in and left happy because 
of the quality of the chicken and 
side dishes as well as with the bill. 
“It is ideal for families with children, 
kids love roasted chicken. Nor¬ 
mally it comes with a fresh garden 
salad and fries, but we offer as well 
‘chaufa’ (Peru’s version of Chinese 
Fried Rice) and other side dishes. 
There will be more surprises in the 
future. Original combos with Inca 


cola, very well-known in Peru, are 
on the menu. We just opened and 
we already sense that it is a niche 
we found.” To make the happy 
meal complete there is home¬ 
made ice-cream, for sure a hit with 
the little ones. 

A family-oriented restaurant is what 
Asi es mi Peru strives for, and with 
this extra value of delicious roasted 
chicken they make this a fact. 

Asi es mi Peru and Las Brasas Perua- 
nas are open for lunch and dinner, 
check out their Facebook page: 
AsiEsMiPeru or website www.asies- 
miperuenaruba.comO 



Be part of the Beth Israel synagogue during the holiest season of the Jewish year 

Engage your mind, nourish your soul 


High Holidays 2019 


BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 

Inspirational 
HIGH HOLIDAYS 
5780-2019 

Transforming the holidays into holy days! 


LED BV RABBI DANIEL KRiPPE# AND GUEST CAHTOft YAftiHA GRFNBERG 



ROSH HASHANAH 

Sunday. Sepl, 20,2319 

6:9Q pm - Erav lostiHasharafi service follaweil by corfirnunlly dinner. 

Monday, Sept. 30,2019 

9:30 am. - Rasli HashanatisenitteandTashlicIi 

Tijtsday, Oct. 1,2013 

9:30 am Bosh HastaciaJi »cvlce 

Y0M KIPPUR 

Tuesday, Oct B. 20 ID 

SBDpir - Hoi HldnaT senlcs 
Wednesday. Oct. 9,2fli9 

9-30 Jin Tom Kippur rooniinff Service 

5: DO pm. - Minclu aitd Nellali fad owed by Break-fast 


CMHCTTHE OFFICE: mbbi@belhlBraalanilil.eMn 
Ttf. 297-582-3272 

era ISRAEL SVMGG6HE. HDRlWJt UEtf BIURBJ- MWUESMD 



ORANJESTAD — Beth Israel 
- The Jewish Community 
of Aruba invites you to cel¬ 
ebrate with them for the 
upcoming Rosh Hashanah 
(September 29-30-October 
1), Yom Kippur (October 
8-9) and the fall holidays. 
The synagogue’s doors are 
wide open, welcoming ev¬ 
eryone this High Holyday 
season and throughout the 
year. 

Rabbi Daniel Kripper :"We 
come together as a com¬ 
munity in reflection and 
song, to connect each 
other to the wisdom of the 
Jewish tradition, and to in¬ 
spire us in the teshuvah pro¬ 
cess- transformative heal¬ 
ing of ourselves and the 


world.” Beth Israel holiday 
services are participatory, 
uplifting and egalitarian. 

“In addition to your par¬ 
ticipation at the services, 
please be part of our shul 
- join us for our festive din¬ 
ner on Rosh Flashanah 
evening, Tashlich ritual at 
the beach, and a commu¬ 
nity break-fast at the end 
of Yom Kippur,” says the 
Rabbi. 

Let them know by phone 
+297-582-3272 or email, 
rabbits? bethisraelaruba. 
com 

L’shanah tovah - a happy 
new year ahead of peace, 
harmony, and unity. □ 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

©QztS©® 0oo (BdeCo Mteo 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls ] 51 Calls or more $111 

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Boskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique 
R-GIqss I Curated Lab 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 | rosmoaihombra.com 

PkyftMftimibfy. V^twww.gcmiblifiarHnyfnMis.argiryatiar »m«jn*yfl# ItfuwhiH u Gambling pioHeiti. 



Honoring of loyal visitors at Manchebo Beach Resort 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kimber¬ 
ley Richardson of the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great plea¬ 
sure to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distinguished 
Visitors of Aruba. The symbolic Dis¬ 
tinguished visitor certificate is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of appreciation 
to the guests who visit Aruba 10 
years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were the lovely cou¬ 
ple Roland and Judith Scott 

from USA! 

This couple stated that they love 
the island very much, especially for 
its year-round sunny weather, nice 
sandy beaches, delicious variety of 
foods, Aruba's warm and friendly 
people, and the staff of the Man¬ 
chebo Beach Resort and Spa. 

Ms. Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Manchebo 
Beach Resort and Spa presented 
the certificate to the honorees, 
handed over some presents and 
also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their home- 
away-frorm-home.O 
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Weekly Free Slot or Toble Ploy for all qualified Club members 






"Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-GIqss I Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 | CQ5inoalhQmbra.com 

Play Kupamibly. Vuit www,g$mblmarHnyfn»ukarg if you or Kmitont ya» knew hu a ^dtnkling piDblcm. 


Get a FREE Alhambra 

T-Shirt when you earn 250 
Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players' Club card! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Send us Your Home Greetings Video 



ORANJESTAD - Since a while Aruba Today has a column called 
Aruba To Me. Readers are invited to send their favorite vacation 
picture along with a text starting with “Aruba to me is The col¬ 
umn grew in popularity making the editorial department happy 
seeing this interaction with our readers realized. 

It is wonderful to share the moments of joy of our readers who are 
vacationing here, but we can also imagine that there are people 
home who stayed behind and who are being missed. Aruba Today 
would like to give the opportunity to you as an appreciated reader 
to send a live greeting to your beloved ones that stayed behind. It 
can be your parent, child, sister, brother, neighbor who takes care 
of the cat, friends ... name it. Now is your chance, send us your 
Home Greetings Video! 

What Do You Do 

The only thing you need to do is record a short (max¬ 
imum 1 minute) video with a greeting to home from 
Aruba and send it to email news@arubatoday.com. 

Also please write your name and where you are from 
as well as how long you will be staying in Aruba. We 
will post your video on the Facebook page of Aruba 
Today! 


Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other materials, 
you give permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated companies to use said mate¬ 
rials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes with¬ 
out compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day again.Q 
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Stenhouse 
firing makes 
for frenzied 
NASCAR 
free agency 

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
CONCORD, N.C. (AP) — A 

critical playoff race that 
will end the championship 
chances for four NASCAR 
drivers has been overshad¬ 
owed by a tree-agent 
market that took a wild 
turn this week when Roush 
Fenway Racing abruptly 
dumped Ricky Stenhouse 
Jr. Stenhouse was told 
Wednesday the team was 
not interested in exercising 
the remaining two years on 
his contract and would in¬ 
stead put Chris Buescher, a 
former Roush development 
driver, in the flagship No. 
17 Ford next season. Both 
Stenhouse and JTG Daugh¬ 
erty Racing, Buescher’s 
current team, were blind¬ 
sided as another name 
was added to a crowded 
group of drivers chasing a 
handful of open seats for 
2020. “It was unfortunate 
for sure, definite tough 
timing for myself and my 
group fo try to find another 
option," Stenhouse said Fri¬ 
day. He appeared briefly 
emofional reflecting on his 
11-year relationship with 
Jack Roush, which result¬ 
ed in back-to-back Xfinity 
Series championships and 
a pair of Cup Series victo¬ 
ries. But Stenhouse has not 
made the playoffs the last 
two seasons, is ranked 23rd 
in the Cup standings and 
has been outrun all year 
by new teammate Ryan 
Newman. “I’ve got to look 
back on the 11 years I had 
with Jack, and winning 
races and championships, 
and getting my first Cup 
win and being competi¬ 
tive. Not as consistent as 
we wanted,” 
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* PhiJadelpfiialEagles runriir7g[6'ack - Jordan Howard (24) and* 
center Jason Kelce (62) pelebrate a touchdown during the 
first half of the team’s NFL football game against the Green 
Bay Packers on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019, in Green Bay, Wis. 

Associated Press 
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Guinea-Bissau’s Braima Suncar Dabo assists Aruba’s Jonathan 
Busby across the line of a men’s 5000m heat at the World 
Athletics Championships in Doha, Qatar, Friday, Sept. 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 

World championship 
runner helps ailing 
rival cross the line 

By JAMES ELLINGWORTH 
AP Sports Writer 

DOHA, Qatar (AP) — You didn’t need a stopwatch or a 
measuring tape to identify the biggest winner on the first 
night of track and field’s world championships. 

The gold medal for sportsmanship went to Braima Suncar 
Dabo, the 5,000-meter runner from Guinea-Bissau who 
stopped his own race to help a struggling competitor fin¬ 
ish Friday night. 

Dabo held up an exhausted Jonathan Busby and togeth¬ 
er they staggered around the last turn and over the fin¬ 
ish line to great applause, even though the other runners 
had crossed 5 minutes earlier. Busby, from Aruba, col¬ 
lapsed onto the track and was placed in a wheelchair 
by medical staff. 

“Any athlete in that situation would do the same thing," 
Dabo said through a translator. 

“It was something normal to do, to help someone from 
another country, because (Busby) was representing his 
country as well.” All Busby said was “thank you,” Dabo 
added. 

Both Busby and Dabo are the only athletes from their na¬ 
tions at the world championships. Both men competed 
under special invitations that allow countries without 
strong track programs to send one athlete to the cham¬ 
pionships, even if that athlete has not met qualifying stan¬ 
dards. 

Dabo was far off the pace, and his goal wasn't to qualify 
for the final, but just to run a personal best. Dabo’s time — 
nearly five minutes slower than the leader — was officially 
recorded as a personal best even after stopping to help 
Busby. But Dabo said he’d been much faster in the past. 
Officially, Busby was disqualified. But the crowd roared for 
he and Dabo as they crossed the lineO 




Ruth Chepngetich, of Kenya, celebrates winning the women's marathon at the World Athletics 
Championships in Doha, Qatar, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Midnight Run: Chepngetich 
sweats it out for marathon gold 


By EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — The 

68 women who lined up 
for the marathon in a vir¬ 
tual steam bath off the bay 
fronting Doha’s downtown 
were posed with one not- 
so-simple question when 
the clock struck midnight 
Saturday: How much are 
you willing to suffer? 

Suffer to win? Suffer for a 
medal? Suffer just to say 
you finished? 

On a night in which 28 of 
those runners didn’t get to 
the finish line, Ruth Chepn¬ 
getich of Kenya had all the 
answers. She took the gold 
medal at world champion¬ 
ships in 2 hours, 32 minutes, 
43 seconds. It was the slow¬ 
est winning time in three- 
and-a-half decades' worth 
of these events, but one 
that made absolute sense 
on this night. 

“It was not bad for me,” 
Chepngetich said. 

For everyone else, miser¬ 
able. 

The temperature when 
Chepngetich crossed the 
finish line first at 2:34 a.m. 
was 88 degrees (31 Cel¬ 
sius). The humidity was 77 
percent. The heat index 
was 105 (40). The wind: 
none. 

“Those who win, they are 
heroes,” Israel’s Lonah Sal- 
peter said. “Those who 
finish, I tell them they are 
strong. Even those who 
didn’t finish, they're also 
strong. They tried their 


best.” 

Small swaths of hard-core 
fans lined the 7-kilometer 
loop and watched runner 
after runner fill towels and 
hats brimming with ice, 
then pick it out to drop it 
into their sweat-saturated 
tank tops and bottoms. 
They saw runners double- 
fisting electrolyte drinks, 
and running with drenched 
towels wrapped around 
their necks, and wringing 
cool water from sponges 
they plucked off tables that 
were scattered around the 
course. 

They saw... suffering. 

“I didn't know what to ex¬ 
pect," American Roberta 
Groner said after making it 
through her six laps of hell. 
“The goal was to finish and 
not hurt myself." 

No matter how they spin 
it, the lAAF’s plan to run 
the race at night to beat 
the heat was something 
less than a success. As the 
federation’s president, Se¬ 
bastian Coe, paced near 
the finish line, his pink but¬ 
ton-down polo completely 
sweated through, runner 
after runner buckled over, 
or tumbled to the ground, 
and had to be placed 
gingerly into golf carts, or 
wheelchairs, and transport¬ 
ed off the course into the 
medical tent. 

Defending champion Rose 
Chelimo came in 63 sec¬ 
onds back of Chepngetich 
to take the silver medal, 
and Helalia Johannes won 


the bronze to become the 
first female from Namibia to 
win a medal at worlds. 

“I cannot say I enjoyed the 
event,” Johannes said. 
Salpeter had been con¬ 
sidered a contender. But 
a slip-up in grabbing a 
water bottle and a towel 
at around the 5-kilometer 
mark cost her precious time 
— and energy — and after 
racing hard, and in vain, to 
catch back up to the lead 
pack, she dropped out at 
the 20-mile mark. 

Groner, a 41-year-old 
mother from New Jersey, 
never adjusted to the time 
change from her home, 
and came out pretending 
like it was the middle of the 
afternoon. She took things 
slow and steady — and fin¬ 
ished sixth. 

Consider it a victory. 

And really, there were 
no losers on this night — 
only those willing, or crazy 
enough to want to do this 
on one of the toughest 
nights this sport has ever 
seen. 

Sviatlana Kudzelich of 
Belarus is a steeplechas- 
er-turned-marathoner 
who, halfway through this 
midnight run, must have 
been wondering why she 
switched. She finished 
32nd. 

But she finished. 

“A real accomplishment,” 
she said. “I can’t describe 
the joy.” 

Neither could Spain's Mar¬ 
ta GalimayO 
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Bryson DeChambeau shoots 64 to take Safeway Open lead 


By MICHAEL WAGAMAN 
Associated Press 
NAPA, Calif. (AP) — Bryson 
DeChambeau hasn't had 
much chance to get fa¬ 
miliar with his wedge after 
changing to a graphite 
shaft this week. 

The Northern California na¬ 
tive certainly looked com¬ 
fortable enough Friday as 
he attacked pin after pin to 
surge up the leaderboard 
at the Safeway Open. 
DeChambeau shot a bo¬ 
gey-free 8-under 64 on 
Friday to take a two-shot 
lead in the Safeway Open. 
DeChambeau had a 
12-under 132 total at Sil¬ 
verado Country Club. 

The 26-year-old matched 
two others for the best 
round of the day and was 
in line to extend his lead, 
but left a 20-foot eagle 
putt short on No. 18. 

“It's always fun to come 
out and play to the poten¬ 
tial you know you can," 
DeChambeau said. 

“The greens got a little 
bumpy this afternoon but 
they're still rolling nice 
enough to make some 
putts. I was able to control 
my line, control my speed 
and have a couple of 
them drop in.” 
DeChambeau missed the 
cut at the season-opening 
event at The Greenbrier, 
didn't play in last week's 
Sanderson Farms Cham¬ 
pionship and got off to a 
slow start this week with an 
opening-round 68 that left 
him four shots back. 

After beginning the sec¬ 
ond round with four con¬ 
secutive pars, DeCham¬ 
beau birdied No. 5, sank a 
35-footer for birdie on No. 
6, then had a tap in for an¬ 
other birdie on No. 8. Fie 
opened the back nine with 
three straight birdies, made 
another birdie on No. 14 
then closed with a final 
birdie on 18. 

“I knew if I could go work 
on my swing like I did yes¬ 
terday and come out and 


feel comfortable like I did 
today. I’d come out and 
shoot a low number,” De¬ 
Chambeau said. 

Nick Watney was second 
after a 65. Watney needed 
just 22 putts to complete 
his round and stay within 
range of DeChambeau. 
“(The greens) are getting 
a little bit crispy right now, 
but they rolled pretty pure 
for me,” Watney said. 

Justin Thomas made nine 
birdies and matched De¬ 
Chambeau with a 64 that 
left him tied with Nick Tay¬ 
lor (66), Dylan Frittelli (65), 
Adam Long (68) and Cam¬ 
eron Champ (68) at 9 un¬ 
der. 

First-round leaders Adam 
Scott and Andrew Landry 
tumbled down the leader- 
board. 

Scott struggled off the tee 
most of the afternoon and 
shot a 73 to fall into tie for 
14th at 6 under. 

Landry shot 74 and drop to 
5 under. 

A few big names won’t be 
playing over the weekend. 
Phil Mickelson shot 69 but 
was doomed by an open¬ 
ing 75 that included a qua¬ 
druple bogey. 

Defending champion Kev¬ 
in Tway bogeyed the final 
hole for a 72 to miss the cut 
by a stroke. 

“The way I see it, there were 
eight par 5s and I've got to 
play those 4 to 6 under par 
to have a chance to win," 
Mickelson said. 

“I played them 4 over. So 
there’s eight to 10 shots 
right there on simply the 
par 5s. It tells me that some 
areas are OK, but that’s 
the area that I've got to 
improve on." 

Tony Romo, the former NFL 
quarterback and current 
CBS analyst, also missed 
the cut, following an open¬ 
ing 70 with a 78. 

If he had made the cut, he 
planned to skip Sunday's 
NFL broadcast in Chicago 
between the Bears and 
Minnesota Vikings.Q 
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Bryson DeChambeau follows his shot out of a bunker onto the 18th green of the Silverado Resort 
North Course during the first round of the Safeway Open PGA golf tournament Thursday, Sept. 26, 
2019, in Napa, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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CONTEST 


Receive 1 FREE Parlay Ticket 
for every $20 Qf more 
on any sportbook wager 
-Nopoint spread 

- P\c k the winner of all games on the card 
-Most winners win 


- Prize is shared equally when there is a tie 
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be issued for every spoil bank bet of $20 nr more. 25 pnints on Glamour Club Card Qne ticket per $20 bet nr more 
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Eagles pick off Rodgers' late pass, beat Packers 34-27 


By KEITH JENKINS 

AP Sports Wrier 

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) — 

Craig James was on the 
practice squad at the 
beginning of the week. 

The short-handed 

Philadelphia Eagles 

promoted the second- 
year undrafted cornerback 
to the active roster two 
days before the prime¬ 
time matchup in Green 
Bay. James responded by 
making the game-winning 
play in the 34-27 win over 
the Packers on Thursday 
night. 

With 25 seconds left, James 
jumped a quick slant by 
Marquez Valdes-Scantling 
and tipped Aaron Rodgers' 
pass into the end zone 
where Nigel Bradham 
collected it and sealed the 
victory. 

"I'm a no-name out there, 
so when somebody that 
doesn't get a lot of playing 
time gets in the game, 
that's the target," James 
said. "That's the game plan. 
Coaches tell you, 'Go at 
him. That's the weak link.' 
But as the weak link, I still 
have to be as prepared as 
the starters." 

Jordan Howard gashed 
Green Bay for his second 
career three-touchdown 
game and the Eagles (2-2) 
ended a two-game losing 
streak. 

Howard finished with 87 
yards on 15 carries and 
two touchdowns rushing 
and one receiving, Carson 
Wentz went 16 for 27 for 160 
yards, three scores and no 
turnovers, and the Eagles 
rebounded after losing 
consecutive games by a 
combined seven points. 
"We already were 
confident," Howard said. 
"We already believed 
in ourselves. It probably 
reassured everybody else." 
Rodgers started 10 for 10 
and finished 34 for 53 for 
422 yards, two touchdowns 


and a fumble that set up a 
short Philadelphia scoring 
drive. 

Davante Adams had a 
career-high 180 yards on 
10 catches for Green Bay, 
but he wasn't on the field 
for the Packers (3-1) on the 
last drive because of a toe 


injury. 

"Obviously, having him out 
there would have been 
for the better, but we had 
a lot of chances down the 
stretch," Rodgers said. "We 
moved the ball well all day 
long. We just struggled in 
the red zone." 

Adams was hurt after 
making a catch in the 
fourth quarter that gave 
the Packers first-and- 
goal at the 8. Avonte 
Maddox was called for 
pass interference on the 
next play while teammate 
Andrew Sendejo collided 
with him. 

Maddox was carted off 
the field on a stretcher 
late in the fourth quarter, 
which forced coach Doug 


Pederson to turn to James. 
Rodgers had first and goal 
from the 1 after the delay 
and threw four straight 
incompletions. 

"Credit the defense, man, 
it was twice down there," 
Pederson said."... Any time 
you can keep an Aaron 


Rodgers team out of the 
end zone, it's a positive 
thing." 

After punting on its first two 
drives and falling behind 
10-0, Philadelphia scored 
on four straight possessions 
against a defense that had 
only given up 35 points 
through the first three 
games. 

Sacked six times in the 
previous two games, Wentz 
managed to stay upright. 
Zach Ertz had a team-high 
seven catches for 65 yards, 
and Alshon Jeffery, who 
missed all but six snaps over 
the past two weeks with a 
calf injury, finished with 38 
yards and a touchdown on 
three catches. 

Rodgers and Adams 


connected on a 58- 
yard completion on the 
opening drive. It was the 
longest play of the season 
for Green Bay, which 
scored a touchdown on its 
opening drive for the third 
consecutive game. Aaron 
Jones scored from 3 yards 


out two plays later to give 
the Packers the early lead. 
Mason Crosby added a 
field goal in the beginning 
of the second quarter to 
make it 10-0. 

The Eagles finally got a little 
momentum on a 67-yard 
return by Miles Sanders on 
the ensuing kickoff. The 
return set up a 6-yard score 
by Jeffery. 

Green Bay added another 
field goal to take a 13-7 
lead. 

Wentz found tight end 
Dallas Goedert for a 3-yard 
touchdown strike to give 
the Eagles a 14-13 lead 
just before the two-minute 
warning. 

Rodgers fumbled on the 
following drive after a strip- 


sack by Derek Barnett. The 
Eagles capitalized with 
1-yard score by Howard. 
Howard's touchdown 
made it 21-13 with 54 
seconds to go. 

Rodgers needed just 50 
seconds to lead the Packers 
70 yards. The two-time MVP 
found Geronimo Allison for 
a 19-yard touchdown to 
make it 21-20 at the half. 
The Eagles opened the 
second half with a 20- 
yard score from Wentz 
to Howard. After a failed 
two-point conversion, 
Philadelphia led 27-20. 
Jimmy Graham got his 
first catch and score since 
Week 1. Graham had six 
catches for 61 yards and 
a 14-yard touchdown that 
tied the game at 27-27 with 
3:16 to go in the third. 
Howard scored his third 
touchdown on a 2-yard run 
that made it 34-27 at the 
start of the fourth. 

The Eagles picked up the 
victory despite committing 
nine penalties for 93 yards. 
INJURIES 

Eagles: CB Sidney Jones 
suffered a hamstring 
injury and did not return. 
That leaves Philadelphia 
with only two healthy 
cornerbacks — Rasul 
Douglas and James — on 
the roster. 

Packers: RB Jamaal 

Williams was carted off 
the field on the first play 
from scrimmage. He did 
not return. CB Tony Brown 
suffered a hamstring injury 
and did not return. RT 
Bryan Bulaga left with a 
shoulder injury. He also did 
not return. S Will Redmond 
was being evaluated for 
a concussion. CB Kevin 
King suffered a groin injury. 
Adams suffered an injured 
toe. 

UP NEXT 

Eagles: Host New York Jets 
on Oct. 6 

Packers: At Dallas on Oct. 

6U 



Philadelphia Eagles outside linebacker Nigel Bradham (53) intercepts a pass in the final minute 
of the team's 34-27 win over the Green Bay Packers in an NFL football game Thursday, Sept. 26, 
2019, in Green Bay, Wis. 

Associated Press 
















Schoop hits Twins’ 
300th homer in 10-4 
win over Tigers 


By The Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Jonathan 
Schoop hit Minnesota’s re¬ 
cord 300th home run, Wil- 
lians Astudillo also went 
deep and the AL Central 
champion Twins rallied past 
Detroit, moving within one 
victory of giving the major 
leagues four 100-win teams 
for the first time. 

Minnesota was tied with the 
New York Yankees for the 
big league lead with 299 
homers coming in. With the 
Twins ahead 6-4 in the sev¬ 
enth, Schoop lofted Jose 
Cisnero’s slider to deep left. 
Astudillo connected off 
Zac Reininger in the eighth. 
Detroit (46-112), already as¬ 
sured of the big leagues’ 
worst record and next 
year’s top draft pick, fin¬ 
ished 22-59 at Comerica 
Park and tied the major 
league record for home 
losses set by the 1939 St. 
Louis Browns. 

Devin Smeltzer (2-2) al¬ 
lowed three runs and 10 hits 
in five innings. 

Jordan Zimmermann (1-13) 
lost his fourth straight start, 
giving up six runs and seven 
hits in 4 1/3 innings. 

WHITE SOX 8, INDIANS 0 
CHICAGO (AP) —Rookie 
Aaron Civale gave up 
home runs on consecutive 
pitches in the fourth inning 
and Cleveland fell into per¬ 
ilous position in the playoff 
race, losing to Chicago. 

The Indians dropped two 
games behind idle Tampa 
Bay for the second AL wild¬ 
card spot. Both teams have 


three games left — Cleve¬ 
land visits playoff-bound 
Washington while the Rays 
are at Toronto, which is 29 
games below .500. 
Cleveland managed just 
four hits and lost for just 
the third time in its last 10 
games. 

Civale (3-4) didn’t allow 
a hit until Yoan Moncada 
lined a single to center with 
one out in the fourth. The 
24-year-old right-hander 
then walked Zack Collins 
before James McCann hit 
his 18th home run for a 3-0 
lead. 

Tim Anderson, who entered 
leading the majors with a 
.339 average, went 1 for 4. 
RANGERS 7, RED SOX 5 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Mike Minor reached 200 
strikeouts in a season for 
the first time after the Rang¬ 
ers purposely let a foul pop 
drop, Danny Santana hit a 
grand slam and Texas beat 
Boston to avoid a three- 
game sweep. 

Willie Calhoun led off the 
Rangers seventh with his 
21st homer to break a 5-5 
tie. Rougned Odor added 
his 29th homer later in the 
inning. 

Minor (14-10) started the 
day needing nine strikeouts 
to reach 200, and he struck 
out six of his first 11 batters. 
He got another in the fifth 
but didn't get his eighth 
until Sam Travis ending the 
seventh on his 117th pitch, 
which matched his career 
high. In the ninth, Sandy 
Leon flied out before Chris 
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Seattle Mariners starting pitcher Felix Hernandez tips his cap as he leaves the team's baseball 
game against the Oakland Athletics during the sixth inning Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019, in Seattle in 
his final start of the season. 


Owings popped up a 1-1 
pitch. First baseman Ronald 
Guzman was coming in to 
make the catch but then 
heard Minor and catcher 
Jose Trevino shouting at 
him to let the ball drop to 
the ground. Owings took 
a called third strike on the 
126th and final pitch by 
Minor, who finished with a 
career-high 208 1/3 innings. 
Jose Leclerc got the final 
out for his 14fh save in 18 
chances. 

Jackie Bradley Jr. and Ow¬ 
ings hit solo homers for Bos¬ 
ton. 

ATHLETICS 3, MARINERS 1 
SEATTLE (AP) — Felix Hernan¬ 
dez pitched 5 1 /3 innings in 
likely his final start with Se¬ 
attle after 15 seasons, but 
it was Oakland moving to 
the brink of clinching an 
AL wild-card berth with the 
win. 

Hernandez walked off the 
mound as a Mariner prob¬ 


ably for the last time with 
tears in his eyes. 

Oakland can clinch one of 
the two wild-card spots in 
the AL with a win or Cleve¬ 
land loss on Friday. 

Matt Olson had an RBI sin¬ 
gle in the first inning and 
Matt Chapman hit a two- 
run homer in the second. 
Sean Manaea (4-1) al¬ 
lowed one run in six innings 
and Liam Hendriks got his 
25th save. 

ANGELS 4, ASTROS 3, 12 IN¬ 
NINGS 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Ka- 

leb Cowart scored when 
Kyle Tucker made an er¬ 
ror on Andrelton Simmons’ 
two-out grounder in the 
12th inning, and Los Ange¬ 
les prevented Houston from 
clinching homefield ad¬ 
vantage throughout the AL 
playoffs. 

Cowart drew a walk from 
Joe Biagini (3-2) leading 
off the 12th for Los Ange- 


Associated Press 

les. He stole second with¬ 
out sliding and advanced 
on a groundout before 
Tucker failed to handle Sim¬ 
mons’ hot grounder to first, 
ending the Angels’ fourth 
walkoff win of the season. 
Josh Reddick tied his ca¬ 
reer high with his fifth hit in 
the 12th for fhe Astros, who 
loaded the bases three 
times in the final five innings 
wifhouf scoring. Jake Maris- 
nick struck out in the 12th 
against Trevor Cahill (4-9). 
Kevan Smith had an early 
two-run double for the An¬ 
gels, who used 10 pitchers 
for only the third time in 
club history and the sec¬ 
ond time this season. 

Jack Mayfield hit a tying 
two-run homer and Kyle 
Tucker also homered for 
Houston, which fielded a 
lineup consisting mostly 
of backups to open their 
final series of the regular 
season. □ 


Tigers-White Sox rained out, will play 161 games this year 


By MATT CARLSON 
Associates Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The 

doubleheader between 
the Detroit Tigers and Chi¬ 
cago White Sox sched¬ 
uled for Friday nighf was 
rained ouf, and as a result 
the teams will play only 
161 games this season. 

The twinbill started almost 
an hour late because of 
thunderstorms, and De¬ 
troit led 4-2 in the bottom 
of the fourth inning in the 


first game when the down¬ 
pour returned. Play was 
stopped and the game 
was called after a wait of 
1 hour, 15 minufes. 

Tim Anderson, who en¬ 
tered leading the ma¬ 
jors with a .338 average, 
was 0 for 2 for the White 
Sox when it was stopped. 
Those at-bats were wiped 
out, as was Grayson Grein¬ 
er’s homer for Detroit and 
an RBI for Miguel Cabrera. 
The teams will play a 


straight doubleheader on 
Saturday starting at 2:10 
p.m. Detroit and Chicago 
meet in their season fi¬ 
nale Sunday — with both 
teams far out of playoff 
contention, there will be 
no makeup added, leav¬ 
ing the clubs one short of 
the regular 162 games. 
The Tigers are last in the 
majors with a 46-112 re¬ 
cord. The White Sox are 
70-88 and in third place in 
the AL Central. 


Friday’s doubleheader 
was scheduled after a 
July 2 game in Chicago 
was postponed by rain. 
Fulmer went 2 2/3 innings 
and allowed three runs on 
three hits before Jace Fry 
took over. Hall pitched 
two innings and allowed 
two runs on four hits be¬ 
fore being relieved by 
Nick Ramirez to start the 
third.Ryan Cordell had a 
two-run double for Chica¬ 
go. Dawel Lugo hit a two- 


run double for Detroit. 
CHISOX LOOKING AHEAD 

White Sox GM Rick Hahn 
told reporters before the 
game he’d like to add a 
right fielder, designated 
hitter and starting pitcher 
in the offseason. Chica¬ 
go’s mix of players who 
have played right has 
combined for only a .220 
average, six homers and 
39 RBIs. White Sox DHs 
were batting just .203 with 
15 homers and 17 RBIs. □ 
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Brewers beat Reds 5-3, extend winning streak to 7 games 



Milwaukee Brewers shortstop Orlando Arcia fields a ground ball hit by Cincinnati Reds' Aristides 
Aquino before throwing to first for the out in the seventh inning of a baseball game, Thursday, Sept. 
26,2019, in Cincinnati. 


By The Associated Press 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Or¬ 
lando Arcia doubled with 
the bases loaded, and the 
Milwaukee Brewers shook 
off the fizz from their play- 
offs-clinching celebration 
to close on the NL Central 
lead Thursday, beating the 
Cincinnati Reds 5-3 for their 
seventh straight victory. 

The Brewers earned at least 
a wild card with a 9-2 win 
on Wednesday night, dous¬ 
ing each other with cham¬ 
pagne and beer in the 
clubhouse afterward. 
Milwauee moved within 
one game of the idle Car¬ 
dinals for the NL Central 
lead heading into the final 
weekend, the same status 
as a year ago when they 
also were a game out with 
three to play. 

Milwaukee concludes with 
three games in Colorado 
against the team it swept 
in the playoffs before los¬ 
ing fo the Dodgers in the NL 
Championship Series. The 
Cardinals host the Cubs. 
The Reds' focus was on 
broadcaster Marty Bren- 
naman’s final game after 
46 seasons. The mayor de¬ 
clared Marty Brennaman 
Day during pregame fes¬ 
tivities, and the 77-year-old 
broadcaster headed to the 
booth one last time before 
refiremenf. 

Chase Anderson (8-4) al¬ 
lowed Aristides Aquino's 
solo homer in five innings, 
then turned it over to a 
bullpen that's the team’s 
strength. Josh Hader es¬ 
caped a bases-loaded 


threat in the eighth and got 
the last four outs for his 37th 
save in 43 chances. 
NATIONALS 6, PHILLIES 3 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg was domi¬ 
nant in his final regular- 
season start and Washing¬ 
ton held its lead in the NL 
wild-card chase, sweeping 
a five-game series against 
Philadelphia. 

The Nationals remained 
one game ahead of Mil¬ 
waukee, which topped 
Cincinnati 5-3, atop the 
wild-card race. 

Strasburg (18-6) allowed 
one run on four hits in six in¬ 
nings while striking out 10. 
He fanned Bryce Harper 
fhree fimes on his way fo a 


career-best 251 strikeouts 
this season. 

Michael A. Taylor hit his first 
homer in over a year for the 
Nationals, who completed 
the first five-game sweep in 
franchise history. 

Cesar Hernandez hit his 
13th homer and Andrew 
Knapp also connected as 
the Phillies lost their sixth 
straight and fell below .500 
for the first time this season 
at 79-80. Jason Vargas (7-9) 
took the loss. 

GIANTS 8, ROCKIES 3 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Ty¬ 
ler Beede struck out seven 
in 3 1/3 hitless innings be¬ 
fore leaving due fo an inju¬ 
ry, and San Francisco beaf 
Colorado. 


Associated Press 

Mike Yastrzemski and Mau- 
ricio Dubon homered for 
the Giants, at 77-82 assured 
of their third straight losing 
season. 

Beede grabbed his left 
side after striking out Ryan 
McMahon leading off fhe 
fourth. 

Dubon had a tiebreaking 
single in the bottom half 
off Jesus Tinoco (0-3), then 
hit his fourth homer for a 
two-run lead in the seventh 
against Sam Howard. 

Sam Coonrod (5-1) allowed 
one hit in 1 1/3 scoreless in¬ 
nings. 

DODGERS 1, PADRES 0 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Clayton 
Kershaw shut down San Di¬ 
ego for six innings and Chris 


Taylor scored from first base 
on Max Muncy’s single in 
the sixth to lead Los Ange¬ 
les to a three-game sweep. 
The Dodgers have won 
four sfraighf and nine of 
12 heading info fheir final 
regular-season series at San 
Francisco. Kenta Maeda 
picked up his third save. 
The Dodgers had five hits 
and the Padres only three. 
Muncy’s hit broke up a duel 
between Kershaw (16-5) 
and Joey Lucchesi (10-10). 
Kershaw allowed two 
hits, struck out seven and 
walked one. Lucchesi al¬ 
lowed one run and three 
hits in six innings, struck out 
six and walked two. 

PIRATES 9, CUBS 5 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Joe 
Musgrove pitched three-hit 
ball through six innings as 
Pittsburgh beat Chicago 
and extended the Cubs’ 
losing streak to nine games. 
Musgrove (11-12) was 
charged with three runs, 
two earned, while strik¬ 
ing eight and walking two 
as the Pirates recorded a 
three-game sweep. Mus¬ 
grove won his final three 
outings. The Cubs are in the 
midst of their longest losing 
streak since dropping 12 
straight in 2012. 

Melky Cabrera, Jose Osuna 
and Pablo Reyes each had 
three hits for fhe Pirates, 
who finished wifh 15 hits. 
Reyes also doubled and 
tripled. 

Jose Quintana (13-9) was 
tagged for seven runs, five 
earned, on 12 hits in his last 
start of the year.Q 



Atlanta Braves first baseman Freddie Freeman (5) drives in 
two runs with a base hit in the fifth inning of a baseball game 
against the Philadelphia Phillies Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019, in 
Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


Braves' Freeman returns to 
lineup with rested elbow 


By JAKE SEINER 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fred¬ 
die Freeman says his rest¬ 
ed right elbow is good to 
go, and he expects it to 
be that way through the 
postseason. Freeman was 
set to bat third and play 
first base for the Atlanta 
Braves on Friday night 
against the New York Mets 
after staying home this 
week to get treatment 
on his sore elbow. The 
four-time All-Star did not 
travel with Atlanta for a 


two-game series at Kansas 
City and hadn’t played 
since Sunday. The elbow 
has bothered Freeman for 
about two months, and he 
said he could not straight¬ 
en his right arm before fak¬ 
ing fhe time off. 

“I feel really good,” fhe 
30-year-old Freeman said. 
“I can straighten my arm 
with no problem. I’m very 
encouraged. I guess I just 
needed the four days off.” 
Freeman, a left-handed 
batter and righty thrower, 
expected to play all three 


games this weekend in 
New York to conclude the 
regular season. Atlanta will 
host an NL Division Series 
opener on Thursday. 

“Now he feels like he's 
good fo go for about two 
months,” manager Brian 
Snitker said. Notes: Snit- 
ker said OF Ender Inciarte 
will be shut down after 
his strained right ham¬ 
string did not respond 
well to running this week. 
Inciarte could return for 
the second round of the 
playoffsO 
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Stenhouse firing makes for frenzied NASCAR free agency 



In this June 29, 2018, file photo, Ricky Stenhouse Jr., talks to media during a practice for the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race at 
Chicagoland Speedway in Joliet, III. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

Stenhouse said before 
choking out his next words. 
“At the end of it all, I am 
very thankful that Jack 
took a chance on a dirt 
racer from Mississippi to 
come drive his cars. That 
was fun. A little emotional 
with the relationship Jack 
and I have. Only team I’ve 
ever been at.” 

The firing was blasted by 
Kevin Harvick, who has a 
management company 
that takes over represen¬ 
tation of Stenhouse begin¬ 
ning next year. But Kevin 
Harvick Inc. is already at 
work trying to find a seat for 
Stenhouse. 

“Ricky has got a great repu¬ 
tation in the garage, is well- 
connected, he’s the only 
driver at Roush Racing that 
has won races since Carl 
Edwards,” Harvick said. 
“That’s the unfortunate 
thing, is he’s a Cup win¬ 
ner, he's a two-time Xfinity 
champion and it’s just bad 
timing. That's not the way I 
would run a business. 

“It's a lot to digest in a cou¬ 
ple of days and you have 
to digest that and come up 
with a plan pretty quick.” 
Roush was not contractual¬ 
ly obligated to inform Sten¬ 
house he was not returning 
until Dec. 1, but told him the 
morning after the deal with 
Buescher was completed 
this week. 

Harvick still questioned the 
timing. 

“Those particular business 
practices are tough to deal 
with just because of how 
late in the season it is and 
how few cars there are. 
Based on everything that 
we’ve been involved with, 
nothing had ever been 
talked about," Harvick said 
of Stenhouse’s potential fir¬ 
ing. 

“When I had tough mo¬ 
ments at (Richard Childress 
Racing) and things were 
bad, we would sit down 
and we would talk through 
things and we’d say ‘OK this 
is what we need to do, this 
is what I need to do better, 
this is what I think the team 
needs to do better.' 

You had real life conversa¬ 
tions. 

Just to drop the hatchet 
in a surprise meeting with 
seven days to go is pretty 


bad business ethics in my 
opinion.” 

It’s no secret that Roush’s 
cars had fallen off the pace 
and have not been able to 
compete with NASCAR’s 
elite teams for years. But 
as the organization tried to 
find improvemenf, it never 
came for Stenhouse — 
even in a season in which 
Newman not only quali¬ 
fied for the playoffs but is in 
position to advance to the 
second round. 

Although he thought he 
was safe at Roush through 
2021, the team made an 
abrupt shift when it learned 
Buescher had yet to extend 
his deal with JTG. 

Buescher began his career 
with Roush, but was loaned 
out to Front Row Motor- 
sports in 2016. A clause 
was added to his contract 
at the time in which Bue¬ 
scher had to inform Roush 
if he ever became avail¬ 
able, and when fhe feam 
learned in fhe lasf two 
weeks that his deal with 
JTG was not completed, 
they pulled him back in. 
Roush said he was mak¬ 
ing right one of his biggest 
regrets in his 32 seasons of 


NASCAR racing in fhat he 
should have expanded his 
team and funded a car for 
Buescher out of pockef in¬ 
stead of letting him leave 
the organization. He also 
seemed to take a shot at 
Stenhouse’s on-track mis¬ 
takes, which last week in¬ 
cluded him spinning cham¬ 
pionship contender Martin 
Truex Jr. as Truex tried to 
put Stenhouse a lap down 
as the leader. 

Stenhouse has failed to fin¬ 
ish 28 of his 248 Cup starts 
and failed to qualify at Tal¬ 
ladega in 2014. 

“We are going to work on 
our cars being faster and 
not repairing them after 
they are damaged,” Roush 
said. 

Tension was already high 
headed into this weekend’s 
hybrid oval-road course 
race on The Roval at Char¬ 
lotte Motor Speedway. The 
elimination race will trim 
the playoff field from 16 to 
12 at the checkered flag 
on Sunday. The bottom four 
in the standings are Alex 
Bowman, Clint Bowyer, Kurt 
Busch and Erik Jones. 

In Friday qualifying, William 
Byron edged teammate 


Bowman for the pole in an 
all-Hendrick Motorsports 
front row. Byron is ahead of 
Bowman by jusf two points 
in the battle for the 12th 
spot and advancing into 
the second round of fhe 
playoffs. 

Bowyer and Busch are 
among the many drivers 
yet to announce deals for 
next season, although Bow¬ 
yer said he feels confident 
his contract will be extend¬ 
ed at Stewart-Haas Racing. 
Chip Ganassi has said over 
the last month that he and 
Busch are in the final stages 
of an extension; Busch said 
his focus is on the playoffs. 
Regardless of whether 
Bowyer and Busch stay 
with their respective teams, 
seats are filling fast and 


there won’t be enough 
jobs to go around. 

Daniel Hemric learned 
last week he was not be¬ 
ing brought back for a 
second season at Richard 
Childress Racing, Daniel 
Suarez could be out at 
SHR if the team promotes 
Cole Custer from the Xfin¬ 
ity Series and Stenhouse is 
now suddenly available. 
A second group of driv¬ 
ers — think Ross Chastain, 
Corey LaJoie and Michael 
McDowell — are also seek¬ 
ing jobs in a competitive 
market with a fluctuating 
pay scale. Lower tier drivers 
typically work out one-year 
contracts with their teams 
that leave them looking for 
work at the end of each 
season. □ 
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Advocates fault Facebook over misleading posts by politicos 



In this Sept. 5, 2018, file photo Facebook COO Sheryl Sandberg testifies before the Senate 
Intelligence Committee hearing on ‘Foreign Influence Operations and Their Use of Social Media 
Platforms’ on Capitol Hill in Washington. 


By JEFF AMY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Some civil 
rights groups agree Face- 
book has made progress 
in addressing their con¬ 
cerns, but advocates are 
still criticizing the tech gi¬ 
ant's reiteration that it 
won’t remove newsworthy 
posts from elected officials, 
even if they're mislead¬ 
ing or break the site’s rules 
against things like racist 
speech. 

The criticism came Thurs¬ 
day at a meeting in At¬ 
lanta hosted by Facebook 
and one of its most persis¬ 
tent critics, the civil rights 
group Color of Change. 
The meeting was aimed 
at raising outstanding con¬ 
cerns and addressing solu¬ 
tions as Facebook works to 
complete a civil rights au¬ 
dit due in early 2020. 
Facebook Chief Operat¬ 
ing Officer Sheryl Sandberg 
told the roughly 100 invited 
guests that her company 
doesn’t want to shy away 
from talking about “how 
our platform still harms 
people and allows harm to 
happen,” after the com¬ 
pany came in for a storm 
of criticism following rev¬ 
elations about how the so¬ 
cial media site was used to 
spread disinformation dur¬ 
ing the 2016 election. 

“We know better than most 
companies, that we have 
a lot to do in terms of strong 
actions to restore confi¬ 
dence,” Sandberg told at¬ 
tendees at the end of the 
day. 

The Menlo Park, California, 
company didn’t make any 
promises in Thursday’s dis¬ 
cussions, although execu¬ 
tives said they had clearly 
heard the discontent over 
the newsworthiness rule. 
Sandberg and other com¬ 
pany executives empha¬ 
sized that the newsworthi¬ 
ness policy is not a blanket 
exemption for politicians 
to engage in hate speech 
and also that the company 
is still considering how it will 
handle the matter going 
forward. 

It’s not a new policy for 
Facebook, but drew wide 
notice earlier this week 
when British politician- 
turned Facebook execu¬ 
tive Nick Clegg discussed 
the issue in a speech Tues¬ 


day in Washington. 

“The understanding that 
we are exempting all po¬ 
litical speech from all poli¬ 
ticians, that's just not ac¬ 
curate,” Facebook Public 
Policy Director Neil Potts 
told The Associated Press. 
Facebook agreed to the 
civil rights audit after years 
of criticism and moved for¬ 
ward with Thursday’s meet¬ 
ing following long negotia¬ 
tions. 

“Racism is not like the prob¬ 
lems Silicon Valley is used 
to solving,” said Color of 
Change President Rashad 
Robinson. “You just can't 
hack it. You just can’t as¬ 
sign a project team to fig¬ 
ure it out. Racism is highly 
adaptable. You block it 
one area and it goes and 
attacks in another.” 

A number of those who at¬ 
tended emphasized that 
it’s important that Face- 
book entrench a focus on 
civil rights. 

“I think it's essential that 
Facebook institutionalize 
this kind of input, and that it 
understands that civil rights 
issues will be a part of the 
company’s concerns and 
problems for its entire exis¬ 
tence,” said Laura Murphy, 
who's leading the office. 
Sandberg, who jotted 
notes in a notebook while 
on stage and in the audi¬ 
ence, said the company is 
paying attention. 

“We at Facebook recog¬ 
nize that our platforms are 


part of this new front and 
this new battleground,” she 
told The Associated Press. 
But she warned that the 
company and critics were 
unlikely to agree on every¬ 
thing. 

The newsworthiness policy 
highlights a key disagree¬ 
ment. Advocates say they 
too often see racism and 
white supremacy thriving. 


Associated Press 

while those who try to talk 
frankly about racism in an 
effort to fight it end up in 
Facebook "jail,” with posts 
removed or accounts sus¬ 
pended. Henry Fernandez 
said the newsworthiness 
exception is “bad policy, 
made in fear that conser¬ 
vatives will say Facebook is 
silencing Trump.” 

“This rhetoric, whoever it 


comes from, and certainly 
if it comes from the presi¬ 
dent of the United States, 
it should not be on Face- 
book,” Fernandez said. 

“It is killing people.... It is not 
news that Donald Trump 
says racist things. And be¬ 
cause politicians have a 
larger influence in moving 
public opinion, they should 
be held to a higher stan¬ 
dard, not a lesser one.” 
Since the audit began, 
Facebook has banned 
messages discouraging 
people from voting and 
announced it would pro¬ 
tect against interference in 
the census. 

The company in March 
banned explicit praise of 
white nationalism and sep¬ 
aratism, although a June 
update on the audit said 
Facebook hasn’t done 
enough to combat con¬ 
tent that supports those 
ideologies without explicitly 
using those terms. 

The company also says 
that its artificial intelligence 
systems are doing better at 
recognizing hate speech, 
detecting 65% of hate 
speech that was eventually 
removed before a user re¬ 
ported it in March, up from 
24% in December 20170 


Amazon offers a way to delete Alexa 
recordings automatically 



In this Sept. 27, 2017, file photo, Amazon Echo and Echo Plus 
devices, behind, sit near illuminated Echo Button devices 
during an event announcing several new Amazon products 
by the company in Seattle. 


By JOSEPH PISANI 
NEW YORK (AP) — Users 
of Amazon's Alexa digital 
assistant can now request 
that recordings of their 
voice commands delete 
automatically. 

Amazon says it saves such 


Associated Press 

commands to improve 
the service. But the prac¬ 
tice has raised concerns 
with privacy experts who 
say the recordings could 
get into the wrong hands, 
especially as Amazon 
and other companies use 


human reviewers rather 
than just machines. 
Previously, users had to 
go into Alexa's settings 
and delete recordings 
manually. Users can now 
ask Amazon to automati¬ 
cally delete recordings 
after three months or 18 
months. But users need to 
specify that in the settings, 
as recordings are kept in¬ 
definitely by default. And 
there's no automatic op¬ 
tion for immediate dele¬ 
tion. Users would still need 
to do that manually. 

When users ask for auto¬ 
matic deletion, a warn¬ 
ing will pop up saying that 
doing so could degrade 
Alexa’s ability to respond 
or understand users. 
Amazon will also let users 
request deletions through 
an Alexa voice com¬ 
mand. The use of human 
reviewers will continue.Q 















In this April 10, 2019 file photo. Bank of New York Mellon 
chairman and CEO Charles Scharf, left, testifies before the House 
Financial Services Committee during a hearing on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 

Wells Fargo hires 
Scharf as its new CEO 
New York Mellon’s 

By KEN SWEET and MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Wells Fargo named its third CEO in as 
many years as it attempts to move on from a series of 
scandals. 

The bank said Friday that Charles Scharf, chief executive 
of the Bank of New York Mellon, will take over for C. Allen 
Parker, who has led Wells Fargo since March. 

Parker will remain in place until Scharf joins the bank on 
Oct. 21. 

Wells Fargo has been trying to recover from scandals 
starting in 2016 when it admitted its employees opened 
millions of fake checking accounts to meet sales goals. 
The San Francisco-based bank has been fined repeat¬ 
edly, including a record $1 billion penalty in 2018 levied 
by federal regulators for failures in its mortgage lending 
businesses and for selling auto loan customers insurance 
policies they did not need. 

More importantly, the Federal Reserve last year stepped 
in and handcuffed Wells’ ability to grow its business until 
the bank proves it has gotten its house in order. 

Tim Sloan, who had been Wells Fargo's CEO since the 
scandals originally broke, stepped down after what many 
considered a poor performance defending the bank in 
front of Congress in March. 

Scharf has been CEO of the decidedly uncontroversial 
Bank of New York Mellon since July 2017 and previously 
was the CEO of Visa. 

BNY focuses almost entirely on being what’s known as a 
custodial bank — holding large amounts of assets on be¬ 
half of clients. It has no consumer banking business, which 
is Wells Fargo’s core franchise. 

BNY’s quiet nature was on display earlier this year, when 
several of the big bank CEOs were dragged in front of 
Congress to discuss how they were doing 10 years after 
the financial crisis. While members of Congress went af¬ 
ter JPMorgan's Jamie Dimon and Goldman Sachs' David 
Solomon, they mostly ignored Scharf and the CEO of his 
primary competitor. State Street. 

Scharf will receive a hefty paycheck for joining Wells. The 
bank says he will earn a base salary of $2.5 million, plus 
a guaranteed $5 million bonus and $15.5 million in stock 
awards that will vest over several years. 

“Charlie is a proven leader and an experienced CEO 
who has excelled at strategic leadership and execution 
and is well-positioned to lead Wells Fargo’s continued 
transformation, said Wells Fargo Board Chair Betsy Duke 
in a prepared statement.O 
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This Sept. 20, 2019, photo, shows General Motors workers Matt Himes and Tammy Hudak in 
Spring Hill, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


Hope of coming back to shuttered 
GM plant fades for workers 


By JOHN SEEWER, TOM KRISHER and 
JONATHAN MATTISE 

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — In the months since 
General Motors signaled the closing of 
its huge car plant in Lordstown, Ohio, 
Tammy Hurst put off setting a wedding 
date and watched her fiance, two sis¬ 
ters, a brother and a nephew leave their 
hometowns for new jobs. 

All five transferred to GM plants in Ken¬ 
tucky, Missouri and Tennessee, upend¬ 
ing her family and their weekly picnics, 
birthday parties and shopping outings. 
“We’ve always been within 20 minutes 
of each other, and now we're all scat¬ 
tered everywhere,” said Hurst, who is 
waiting to see if her fiance settles into his 
new job in Kentucky before joining him. 
As for the wedding, that, too, will have 
to wait “until we figure out this mess.” 
Among the thousands of former Lord¬ 
stown assembly plant workers now 
spread across GM factories in seven 
states, many were hoping that the au¬ 
tomaker, facing pressure from President 
Donald Trump, would agree during con¬ 
tract talks to revive production that end¬ 
ed in March and rescue their old jobs. 
But that hope is dwindling. 

Instead, GM wants to sell the plant to 
a fledgling electric vehicle maker and 
build an electric vehicle battery factory 
that would probably be run by a GM 
joint venture. The battery plant proposal 
and the fate of the Lordstown plant are 
playing out amid negotiations aimed at 
ending the strike by 49,000 members of 
the United Auto Workers that has para¬ 
lyzed GM auto production nationwide 
for nearly two weeks. 

How many UAW jobs the company 
would need for the battery plant hasn’t 
been disclosed, but it's likely to be a 
few hundred at the start and won't ever 
come close to the 4,500 who worked 


at Lordstown making the Chevrolet Cru- 
ze compact car just two years ago. 

The wages would be much lower, too — 
as much as 50% below the $30-an-hour 
top pay now made by UAW production 
workers. As for the electric vehicle plant, 
which would be run by a venture led by 
a company called Workhorse, it is un¬ 
clear how many jobs would be created, 
how much they would pay and whether 
the project will even get off the ground . 
All of this means it's doubtful any of the 
workers who have left Lordstown would 
consider coming back. 

“It doesn’t seem like it’s going to hap¬ 
pen,” said Tommy Wolikow, who trans¬ 
ferred to a GM factory in Flint, Michigan, 
but held off on buying a home because 
he hoped he could return to Ohio, 
where his 11-year-old daughter lives. 
“That's home, and it'll always be home 
as long as my family is there." 

Of the workers who once staffed the 
plant around the clock, about 3,400 
took GM up on transferring to factories 
around the country, some as far away 
as Arlington, Texas, said Dave Green, 
former president of the UAW local in 
Lordstown. The rest retired from GM or 
left the company and decided to stay 
in the area, largely for family reasons, 
he said. Tammy Hudak and Matt Himes, 
who grew up the shadow of the 6-mil- 
lion-square-foot (560,000-square-meter) 
plant that defined Lordstown for gen¬ 
erations, are among those who pulled 
up roots to work at GM in Spring Hill, 
Tennessee. Both are still waiting for the 
rest of their families to join them. Hudak 
shed tears talking about being separat¬ 
ed from her loved ones, including a son 
who is finishing high school. Himes' wife 
is still trying to sell their house, and he al¬ 
ready missed key moments of his son's 
senior year. □ 
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LEFTOVER 

sopa 

FROM THE 
COUNTV 
FAIR 


HANDFUL 
OFFRENCH 
FRIES 
ROUND 
IN THE 
VAN. 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 9/28 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ Moines 
4 Not moving 
9“_ well that ends 
well” 

13 Bur_; Iowa’s 

state trees 

15 Part of the leg 

16 Chimney flue 
coating 

17 “Get a_I”; cry 

to the hysterical 

18 Actress Pompeo 

19 Albacore or 
bluefin 

20 Cowardly 

22 Uptight 

23 _ off; tails 
asleep 

24 Saloon 
26 Tension 
29 Drop-dead 

gorgeous 

34 Babble 

35 Exhausted 

36 Caspian or Red 

37 Actor George 

38 Very small 

39 Defaces 

40 TV crime series 

41 Cardinals & 
Eagles 

42 It to Beaver” 

43 Astonishing bits 
of news 

45 Female relatives 

46 Hither and in 
many directions 

47 Bunion’s place 

48 Air pollution 
51 Lying next to 

56 As crazy asa_ 

57 First, reverse, 
neutral, etc. 

58 Christmas carol 

60 Shaping tool 

61 Cream of the 
crop 

62 Starting horse 
race take-off point 

63 Red edible 

64 Angers 

65 Truman’s initials 

DOWN 

1 Pooch 

2 Dumbo’s “wings” 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 9/28/19 


3 “_to My Lou”; 

kids’ song 

4 Spirited horses 

5 Works the soil 

6 Suffix for convert 
or collect 

7 Is dishonest 

8 Actress Angela 

9 Toward a boat’s 
rear 

10 Deafening 

11 Yearn 

12 Stick around 

14 Small pianos 

21 Facial center 

25 Word attached to 
time or one 

26 Eyeglasses, for 
short 

27 Rubbish 

28 Standard car 
feature 

29 _ like; appears 
to be 

30 Shades of brown 

31 Singer Hayes 

32 Boldness 

33 Argon & krypton 

35 _ away; erode 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


38 Adolescent 

39 Conference 

41 Fight result, for 
short 

42 Wild feline 

44 Young swan 

45 Sounds 

47 One’s strong 
point 


48 Flat piece of 
concrete 

49 Apple pie a la_ 

50 Leak out 

52 Sandwich shop 

53 Slammer 

54 Ark builder 

55 Obtains 
59 Permit 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 




















































































































































































































































































































































In this Saturday, June 8, 2019 file photo, two women smoke 
cannabis vape pens at a party in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


U.S. probe of vaping 
illnesses focuses on 
THC from marijuana 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
health officials said Friday 
that their investigation into 
an outbreak of severe 
vaping-related illnesses is 
increasingly focused on 
products that contain the 
marijuana compound THC. 
Most of the 800 people 
who got sick vaped THC, 
the ingredient in marijuana 
that causes a high, ac¬ 
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention. But officials said 
they didn’t know if the THC 
is the problem or some oth¬ 
er substance added to the 
vaping liquid, such as thick¬ 
eners. 

“The outbreak currently is 
pointing to a greater con¬ 
cern around THC-contain- 
ing products,” said the 


CDC’s Dr. Anne Schuchat. 
So far, investigators have 
not identified a particular 
electronic cigarette, vap¬ 
ing device, liquid or ingre¬ 
dient behind the outbreak. 
But officials say patients 
have mentioned the name 
Dank Vapes most frequent¬ 
ly. Many of the people who 
got sick in Illinois and Wis¬ 
consin said they used pre¬ 
filled THC cartridges sold in 
Dank Vapes packaging. 
“It’s a generic product 
name that doesn’t really 
tie back to one store or one 
distributor,” said Dr. Jenni¬ 
fer Layden, chief medical 
officer for the Illinois De¬ 
partment of Public Health. 
“Folks are getting it from 
friends or folks on the street, 
with no understanding of 
where it came from prior to 
that,” she said FridayO 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $16500 
Oceanview $15500 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $49k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruha Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16500 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B O V $ 10k 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@concierggrealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


FOR SALE 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $1,995 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $1,995 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 

_211687 



Violence Against Women 


tSPAY 


Editor 

Caribbean Speed Pointers NY. 
Aruba Bank N.YAcc.#332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 

Ate. #239 51903 
RBC Royal Bank Aec #1330772 

Assistant Director 
Xio mara Arertds 
Editor in Chief 

Linda Reijnders 
(lirida.Feijnsfer^cspiw.wm} 

Liza Koalman {Management assistant) 

Editors 

Richard Brooks 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Sates 

Linda Reijnders 
(li nda.rei jnden@«pnvxom) 

Sulaika Cross 
Classifieds 
das 5 ified@cspnv.nim 

Distribution and Collection 

accounting® bon d i a. com 
Social / Website 

Cristian Sato Garcia 
Pilar Flores 
Jean Luis Pinto 

Columnists 

Anthony Cross 



filCH!)!)!)]( 


facebookcorn/ambatoday/ 


Joris Zanlvoort 
Shanella Pantophlet 
Steve Franceses 
Thais Franken 

Weststraat 22 
V. 582-7800 

E: n ews#arubatoday.co ni 
W: www. a rubatod ay.com 
O @arubatoday 




HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 29 

Freewinds 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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‘We’re all in big trouble’: Climate panel sees a dire future 



This early Friday, Aug. 16,2019 file photo shows an aerial view of large Icebergs floating as the sun 
rises near Kulusuk, Greenland. 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Earth is in 
more hot water than ever 
before, and so are we, an 
expert United Nations cli¬ 
mate panel warned in a 
grim new report Wednes¬ 
day. 

Sea levels are rising at an 
ever-faster rate as ice and 
snow shrink, and oceans 
are getting more acidic 
and losing oxygen, the In¬ 
tergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change said in a 
report issued as world lead¬ 
ers met at the United Na¬ 
tions. 

It warned that if steps aren' t 
taken to reduce emissions 
and slow global warming, 
seas will rise 3 feet by the 
end of the century, with 
many fewer fish, less snow 
and ice, stronger and wet¬ 
ter hurricanes and other, 
nastier weather systems. 
“The oceans and the icy 
parts of the world are 
in big trouble, and that 
means we're all in big 
trouble, too," said one of 
the report’s lead authors, 
Michael Oppenheimer, 
professor of geosciences 
and international affairs at 
Princeton University. “The 
changes are accelerat¬ 
ing." 

The dire effects will be felt 
on both land and sea, 
harming people, plants, 
animals, food, societies, in¬ 
frastructure and the global 
economy. In fact, the inter¬ 
national team of scientists 
projected for the first time 
that some island nations 
will probably become unin¬ 
habitable. 

The oceans absorb more 
than 90% of the excess 
heat from carbon pollution 
in the air, as well as much 
of the carbon dioxide it¬ 
self. Earth’s snow and ice, 
called the cryosphere, are 
also being eroded. 

“The world’s oceans and 
cryosphere have been tak¬ 


ing the heat for climate 
change for decades. The 
consequences for nature 
and humanity are sweep¬ 
ing and severe,” said Ko 
Barrett, vice chair of the 
IPCC and a deputy assis¬ 
tant administrator for re¬ 
search at the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 

The report found: 

— Seas are now rising at 
one-seventh of an inch 
(3.66 millimeters) a year, 
which is 2.5 times faster 
than the rate from 1900 to 
1990. 

— The world’s oceans have 
already lost 1 % to 3% of the 
oxygen in their upper lev¬ 
els since 1970 and will lose 
more as warming contin¬ 
ues. 

—From 2006 to 2015, the 
ice melting from Green¬ 
land, Antarctica and the 
world’s mountain glaciers 
has accelerated. They are 
now losing 720 billion tons 
(653 billion metric tons) of 
ice a year. 

—Arctic June snow cover 
has shrunk more than half 
since 1967, down nearly 1 


million square miles (2.5 mil¬ 
lion square kilometers). 

—Arctic sea ice in Septem¬ 
ber, the annual low point, 
is down almost 13% per de¬ 
cade since 1979. This year's 
low, reported Monday, tied 
for the second-lowest on 
record. 

—Marine animals are like¬ 
ly to decrease 15%, and 
catches by fisheries in gen¬ 
eral are expected to de¬ 
cline 21% to 24%, by the 
end of century because of 
climate change. 


Associated Press 

“Climate change is al¬ 
ready irreversible,” French 
climate scientist Valerie 
Masson-Delmotte, a report 
lead author, said at a news 
conference in Monaco, 
where the document was 
released. “Due to the heat 
uptake in the ocean, we 
can’t go back.” 

But many of the worst-case 
projections in the report 
can still be avoided, de¬ 
pending on how the world 
handles the emissions of 
heat-trapping gases, the 


report’s authors said. 

The IPCC increased its pro¬ 
jected end-of-century sea 
level rise in the worst-case 
scenario by nearly 4 inches 
(10 centimeters) from its 
2013 projections because 
of the increased recent 
melting of ice sheets in 
Greenland and Antarctica. 
The new report projects 
that, under the business- 
as-usual scenario for car¬ 
bon emissions, seas by the 
end of the century will rise 
between 2 feet (61 centi¬ 
meters) and 43 inches (110 
centimeters), with a most 
likely rise of 33 inches (84 
centimeters). This is slightly 
less than the traditional 1 
meter (39 inches) that sci¬ 
entists often use. 

And sea level will rise two to 
three times as much over 
the centuries to come if 
warming continues, so the 
world is looking at a “future 
that certainly looks com¬ 
pletely different than what 
we currently have,” said 
report co-author Hans-Otto 
Portner, a German climate 
scientist. 

The Nobel Prize-winning 
IPCC requires that its reports 
be unanimously approved. 
Because of that, its reports 
tend to show less sea level 
rise and smaller harm than 
other scientific studies, out¬ 
side experts said.Q 
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Caltech gets $750M pledge for 
sustainability research 



This September, 2019 photo provided by The Wonderful 
Company shows, from left, Lynda Resnick, California Institute 
of Technology president Thomas F. Rosenbaum, and Stewart 
Resnick in the surface science lab at Caltech's Joint Center 
for Artificial Photosynthesis (JCAP) in Pasadena, Calif. 

Associated Press 


PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 

The California Institute of 
Technology said Thursday 
it has received a pledge 
of $750 million from phi¬ 
lanthropists and entrepre¬ 
neurs Stewart and Lynda 
Resnick to support re¬ 
search into environmen¬ 
tal sustainability in the 
face of climate change. 
The commitment is the 
largest ever for such re¬ 
search, the largest in its 
history and the second- 
largest given to a U.S. 
academic institution, 
Caltech said. 

“In order to compre¬ 
hensively manage the 
climate crisis, we need 
breakthrough innova¬ 
tions, the kind that will 
only be possible through 
significant investment 


in university research,” 
Stewart Resnick said in 
a statement. “Science 
and bold creativity must 


unite to address the most 
pressing challenges fac¬ 
ing energy, water, and 
sustainability.”□ 
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Versatile Forest Whitaker goes from crime boss to music man 



This image released by Epix shows Forest Whitaker as Bumpy Johnson, left, in a scene from 
“Godfather of Harlem," premiering Sept. 29. 


By LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — For¬ 
est Whitaker plays a real- 
life crime boss in Epix’s new 
drama series “Godfather 
of Harlem" with the com¬ 
manding intensity expect¬ 
ed from him. What's less 
expected is the movie mu¬ 
sical he filmed in London 
this summer, a U-turn for 
the actor who started out 
a singer. 

“Jingle Jangle,” a Netf- 
lix movie set for a holiday 
2020 release, and “God¬ 
father of Harlem” highlight 
Whitaker's range and why 
he switched to acting — 
this despite the vocal talent 
that earned him a schol¬ 
arship to the University of 
Southern California’s music 
school and attracted his 
first agent. 

“I didn’t think I would be 
able to affect the people 
from my own communities. 
I didn't think they would 
even watch” the likes of 
light opera, he said. “So 
I made the decision that 
acting would be the way, 
and I walked away from 
music.” 

After earning a degree 
from USC’s drama school, 
Whitaker gained notice for 
early films including “Pla¬ 
toon” and “Good Morning, 
Vietnam" and was hon¬ 
ored at the Cannes Film 
Festival for his portrayal of 
jazz great Charlie Parker 
in 1988’s “Bird.” His searing 
performance as Ugandan 


dictator Idi Amin in 2006’s 
“The Last King of Scotland” 
put him in the company 
of the handful of African 
Americans fo receive fhe 
best actor Oscar. 

It was youthful idealism that 
helped him reject work that 
didn’t match his aspira¬ 
tions. For Whitaker, acting 
didn’t equal stardom or a 
steady gig; it was a quest, 
as he put it, to find “the pi¬ 
lot light of each person” 
and understand human 
connections. 

“I was offered a soap op¬ 
era, I said, nah. That has 
nothing to do with what I'm 
trying to do. And it ultimate¬ 
ly worked, where I ended 
up getting to play some 
very unique characters 
throughout this 30-some- 
thing years,” Whitaker, 58, 
told The Associated Press. 
“And I’m still getting the 
opportunity. This charac¬ 
ter of Bumpy Johnson is a 
unique and iconic figure to 
get to play." 

The 10-episode “Godfather 
of Harlem," debuting 10 
p.m. EDT Sunday, is part of 
a string of TV movie and se¬ 
ries projects he’s done over 
the years, including a guest 
turn in Fox’s hip-hop drama 
“Empire” that let Whitaker 
briefly puf his vocal skills 
on display (as he did in fhe 
2013 film “Black Nativity"). 
Whitaker plays Johnson in 
the early 1960s, returning 
home from prison to find 
Italian American gangsters 
muscling in on his New York 


City turf and young activ¬ 
ist Malcolm X on the rise. 
Whitaker, also an execu¬ 
tive producer for the series, 
said he'd had only a glanc¬ 
ing knowledge of Johnson 
from films including 1997’s 
“Hoodlum,” which starred 
Laurence Fishburne. 

“I really didn’t know the 
depth of his personality or 
the depth of his influence 
on the community. I didn’t 
realize or understand the 
relationship between him 
and Malcolm X. I didn't 
know about his family life," 
Johnson's links to the civil 
rights movement or what 
drove him, Whitaker said 
in a panel discussion. “That 


was interesting to me as 
something to develop and 
something to be able to be 
a part of as an actor. It was 
amazing." 

Whitaker's on-set de¬ 
meanor was critical to the 
production, according to 
executive producer Chris 
Brancato. “Everyone cap¬ 
tures his energy, which is so 
sweet and gentle,” he said 
at a recent Epix red-carpet 
event in New York. 

Vincent D’Onofrio plays 
Johnson’s chief rival in 
crime, with llfenesh Hade- 
ra as Johnson's wife; Ni¬ 
gel Thafch as Malcolm X, 
and Giancarlo Esposifo as 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr. 


Associated Press 

Paul Sorvino and Chazz Pal- 
minteri also are in the cast. 
The score is composed by 
by Mark Isham, with tunes 
from the ‘60s or earlier are 
featured, along with con¬ 
temporary songs produced 
by Swizz Beatz with artists 
including John Legend and 
DMX. 

The story and its people 
were carefully researched 
through books and inter¬ 
views with those who lived 
in Harlem during Johnson's 
time, Brancato said. Ells¬ 
worth Raymond Johnson, 
nicknamed Bumpy as a 
child, was born in 1905 in 
South Carolina and died of 
heart failure in 1968.Q 


Stars, Global Citizen founder 
outline massive 2020 concert 


By ARON RANEN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The an¬ 
nual Global Citizen Festival 
is happening this weekend 
in New York but founder 
Hugh Evans is thinking big¬ 
ger. He’s enlisted some of 
the world’s top talent in¬ 
cluding Hugh Jackman, 
Pharrell, Chris Martin and 
Metallica, to kick off a 
yearlong campaign called 
Global Goal Live: The Pos¬ 
sible Dream. 

“It is a massive movement,” 
said Jackman, who will 
co-host Saturday’s Global 
Citizen test with his wife 
Deborra-lee Furness. Jack¬ 


man said Thursday that 
Evans’ dream of eradicat¬ 
ing extreme poverty seems 
achievable. “You get that 
feeling, this is going to hap¬ 
pen.” 

The initiative will culminate 
with a live 10-hour concert 
held across five continents 
on Sept. 26, 2020. Perform¬ 
ers taking part include Ali¬ 
cia Keys, Billie Eilish, Eddie 
Vedder, H.E.R., Miley Cyrus, 
Red Hot Chili Peppers, Usher 
and more. It will be broad¬ 
cast live from New York, La¬ 
gos, Nigeria and other cit¬ 
ies in Latin America, Europe 
and Asia. 

“It just felt like an amazing. 


direct way of using what 
we do to help everyone 
use their own voice,” said 
Martin of “Coldplay.” 
Saturday’s Global Citizen 
Festival in New York’s Cen¬ 
tral Park will feature per¬ 
formances from Queen, 
Adam Lambert, French 
Montana and more. “The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel" star 
Rachel Brosnahan will also 
help keep the event mov¬ 
ing. 

The festival calls on gov¬ 
ernment and businesses 
to fight infectious diseases, 
empower women and 
girls, combat plastic pol¬ 
lution and provide qual- 



Hugh Jackman participates in the Global Citizens “Global 
Goal Live: The Possible Dream” press conference at St. Ann's 
Warehouse on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 

ity education. MSNBC will iHeartMedia will broadcast 
simulcast the festival, and the festival on radio. □ 
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In this Sept. 5, 2019 file photo, Martin Scorsese attends the 
premiere for “Once Were Brothers: Robbie Robertson and The 
Band” on day one of the Toronto International Film Festival at the 
Roy Thomson Hall in Toronto. 

Associated Press 
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Scorsese’s ‘The Irishman’ 
premieres in New York 


By JAKE COYLE AP 
Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Martin 
Scorsese’s “The Irishman” 
premiered Friday at the 
New York Film Festival, final¬ 
ly raising the curtain on the 
director's long-awaited, 
209-minute crime-drama 
opus. 

Though the film’s genre 
and cast, including Rob¬ 
ert De Niro and Joe Pesci, 
has led some to expect a 
gangster thriller in the mold 
of “GoodFellas” or “Ca¬ 
sino," "The Irishman" is a 
more reflective, less flashy 
rumination on morality, vio¬ 
lence and American pow¬ 
er. Through de-aging visual 
effects, the performances 
by De Niro, Pesci and Al 
Pacino span decades. 

“The Irishman” was 
screened for members of 
the press Friday morning 
ahead of its evening red 
carpet premiere as the 
opening night gala for the 
New York Film Festival. The 
film’s debut has loomed like 
few other events on the film 
calendar, and a rare frenzy 
greeted it at Lincoln Cen¬ 
ter’s Alice Tully Hall. First- 
reactions from critics were 
largely laudatory. “Let’s 
not doubt Martin Scorsese 
ever again,” said New York 
magazine's Bilge Ebiri on 


Twitter. The film is also one 
of Netflix’s biggest bets yet. 
The streaming company 
plunked down $159 million 
to make “The Irishman" af¬ 
ter other studios passed. 
Scorsese, speaking in a 
Q&A alongside cast and 
producers, said that Netflix 
was the only one willing to 
bankroll the movie. 

“We couldn't get backing 
for years,” Scorsese said. 
“It’s a costly experiment, 
but (Netflix chief content 
officer Ted Sarandos) and 
everyone at Netflix was like, 
‘We’ll go with it.’” 

Scorsese called his film 
“an interesting hybrid" as 
both something made for 
theaters and for watching 
at home. It will open the¬ 
atrically Nov. 1 and begin 
streaming on Nov. 27. 

“All of us now are in an 
extraordinary time of 
change,” Scorsese said. 
“But when it comes down 
to it, I felt — Bob (De Niro) 
felt — the picture had to be 
made for ourselves.” 

Based on Charles Brandt’s 
book “I Heard You Paint 
Houses,” "The Irishman” 
has been in development, 
on and off, for more than 
a decade. It stars De Niro 
as Frank Sheeran, a mafia 
hitman and high-ranking 
Teamster official. Shortly 


before his death, he con¬ 
fessed to killing Jimmy 
Hoffa (played by Pacino). 
Pesci plays the mob boss 
Russell Bufalino. 

“The Irishman" surveys 
Sheeran's long life in crime. 
But where “GoodFellas" 
was glamorous, “The Irish¬ 
man" is sober. 

It’s a big statement for the 
76-year-old director. Scors¬ 
ese and his producers of¬ 
fered some impressive sta¬ 
tistics on the movie’s scope: 
108 days of shooting, 117 
locations, 309 scenes. 

The ambitious size of “The 
Irishman” is part of what 
scared away other studios, 
along with the expensive 
de-aging process used 
to make De Niro, Pesci 
and Pacino appear years 
younger in significant sec¬ 
tions of the movie. Nine 
cameras were used to film 
those scenes. 

Scorsese initially did a 
screen test and compared 
his digitally altered De Niro 
to the De Niro of “GoodFel¬ 
las.” 

When the actor, 76, saw 
himself de-aged, he joked 
that he could extend his 
career another 30 years. 
Scorsese described the in¬ 
tensive effects process as 
more than making their 
faces more youthful.O 


Split no more, Spider-Man gets another 
swing with Marvel 



This image released by Columbia Pictures shows Tom Holland in 
a scene from “Spider-Man: Homecoming.” 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Spi- After a public fallout last 
der-Man won’t be leaving month, Sony Pictures Enter- 
the Marvel Cinematic Uni- tainment and The Walt Di¬ 
verse anytime soon. ney Studios have found a 


way to work together. 

The studios said Friday that 
they would be teaming up 
once more to produce a 
third “Spider-Man" film star¬ 
ring Tom Holland. 

Disputes over the profit- 
sharing structure put Spi- 
dey's future in the MCU in 
doubt, much to the cha¬ 
grin of many fans who had 
enjoyed seeing Spider- 
Man fighting alongside The 
Avengers. Marvel Studios 
president Kevin Feige said 
in a statement that he’s 
thrilled that the character's 
journey in the MCU is con¬ 
tinuing. Producer Amy Pas¬ 
cal added that it has been 
a “winning partnership” for 
both studios. 

The next Spidey film will hit 
theaters on July 16, 2021 .□ 
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Young Sam Clemens' signature found on Mark Twain Cave wall 



In this Aug. 6,2019 photo provided by David Leaning Samuel Clemens’ signature is seen inside the 
Mark Twain Cave in Hannibal, Mo., Clemens' boyhood home. 


til weeks later that a high- 


By JIM SALTER 
Associated Press 

Against all odds, what 
appears to be Samuel 
Clemens' signature from 
his youth has turned up, 
scrawled on the wall of the 
Missouri cave he made fa¬ 
mous in “The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer.” 

In the mid-1800s, long be¬ 
fore he took on the pen 
name Mark Twain, Clemens 
and his young pals romped 
around the cave near the 
Mississippi River on the out¬ 
skirts of Hannibal. 

As a group of Twain scholars 
toured what is now known 
as the Mark Twain Cave this 
summer, cave owner Linda 
Coleberd, self-proclaimed 
“Twainiac” Cindy Lovell 
and two others broke off in 
search of the long-elusive 
signature, which was long 
believed to be among the 
thousands of names signed 
on the cave's limestone 
walls. As Coleberd waved 
the group's lone flashlight 
around an otherwise dark 
area of the cave, Lovell 
happened to catch the 
beam of light as it shined 
on a signature: “Clemens,” 
written in pencil. 

Lovell, former director of 
Hannibal’s Mark Twain Mu¬ 
seum who now works in 
New Smyrna Beach, Flor¬ 
ida, couldn’t contain her 
excitement. 

“I started yelling, ‘Clemens! 
Clemens! I see Clemens!”’ 
she recalled. It wasn’t un¬ 


resolution photo of the 
signature revealed “Sam” 
etched at the same place, 
indicating the signature 
was that of the famed au¬ 
thor and not a relative. 

The signature was discov¬ 
ered in July, but details 
weren't announced until 
this week, only after several 
Twain experts were able to 
study the signature and de¬ 
termine it was almost cer¬ 
tainly real. 

Clemens was born in Flor¬ 
ida, Missouri, in 1835, but 
his family moved to Han¬ 
nibal when he was 4. He 
stayed until he was 17, and 


the people and places he 
knew from the rough-hewn 
river town were fodder for 
his most famous works. 

The cave itself became a 
tourist destination after the 
1876 publication of “The 
Adventures of Tom Saw¬ 
yer,” as people flocked 
to the place that inspired 
some of the book's key ad¬ 
ventures — where Tom and 
Becky got lost, where Tom 
and Huck found the trea¬ 
sure box, and where Injun’ 
Joe died. 

Today, the cave, 3 miles (5 
kilometers) long, is among 
the most popular tourist 
sites in the town of 17,500 


Associated Press 

residents that draws hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of visi¬ 
tors each year. Each adult 
pays $19.95 for a one-hour 
cave tour. 

Lovell and Coleberd have 
been searching for Clem¬ 
ens’ signature for a quar¬ 
ter of a century. It was a 
daunting task. 

The cave’s size and popu¬ 
larity made finding any hint 
of Clemens' signature dif¬ 
ficult because the brown 
walls are covered with an 
estimated 250,000 names 
scrawled in everything 
from pencil to candle wax 
to berry juice. It wasn’t un¬ 
til 1979, after the cave was 


named a National Historic 
Landmark, that writing on 
the walls was prohibited. 

On July 26, Lovell and Cole¬ 
berd decided to search 
again. While the scholars 
in town for a symposium 
known as fhe Clemens 
Conference foured fhe lif 
portion of the cave, they 
set out in a darkened area 
known to have thousands 
of signatures. Two men from 
the group tagged along. 
The foursome had wan¬ 
dered for only a few mo¬ 
ments when Lovell made 
her startling discovery. She 
took cellphone photos and 
immediately began shar¬ 
ing them with experts to 
authenticate the signature. 
Lovell meanwhile took her 
brother-in-law, David Lean¬ 
ing, to the site with his high- 
resolution camera. His pho¬ 
tos showed the word “Sam” 
or “Sami” (a common ab¬ 
breviation for Samuel in the 
mid-19th century) etched, 
but not written, at the same 
site. Lovell believes Clem¬ 
ens likely started to etch his 
name, found it difficult, and 
wrote his last name “in a 
beautiful cursive” in pencil. 
Two leading experts on 
Twain and his handwrit¬ 
ing — Auburn University 
at Montgomery professor 
emeritus Alan Gribben and 
rare books collector and 
dealer Kevin Mac Donnell 
of Austin, Texas — agreed 
the signature is likely 
authentic. a 


J. Lo, Shakira to perform at 
Super Bowl halftime show 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jenni¬ 
fer Lopez and Shakira are 
going fo bring the heat to 
the 2020 Pepsi Super Bowl 
Halftime Show. 

NFL, Pepsi and Roc Nation 
announced Thursday that 
the superstar performers, 
who have released mu¬ 
sic in Spanish and English 
since the 1990s, will per¬ 
form on Feb. 2 af Hard 
Rock Stadium in Miami 
Gardens, Florida. 

Lopez and Shakira both 
posted a photo of fhem 
standing side by side on 
social media to announce 


the news. “Going to see 
the world on fire," Lopez 
wrote. “It doesn't get any 
bigger than this! So excit¬ 
ed about getting on that 
#SuperBowlLIV #PepsiHalf- 
time stage!” Shakira wrote. 
Both Lopez and Shakira 
have had major success 
the pop and Latin charts 
over the years with multiple 
hit songs and albums. Lo¬ 
pez released her multi-hit 
debut in 1999 and topped 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart 
with songs like “If You Had 
My Love,” "All I Have” and 
the remixes of “I’m Real” 
and “Ain’t It Funny.” Lo¬ 
pez recently wrapped up 


a tour to celebrate her 
50th birthday, and her lat¬ 
est movie, “Hustlers," has 
been a box-office hit and 
has even earned her Os¬ 
car buzz. Shakira released 
her first album in 1991 and 
crossed over with 2001 's 
“Laundry Service,” which 
featured the hits “When¬ 
ever, Wherever” and “Un¬ 
derneath Your Clothes." 
The singer topped the Hot 
100 chart with the Wyclef 
Jean-assisted anthem 
“Hips Don’t Lie." Shakira 
has won 11 Latin Gram- 
mys and three Grammys. 
“These two remarkable 
artists are setting a new 




This combination photo shows actress-singer Jennifer Lopez 
performing at the Directv Super Saturday Night in Minneapolis 
on Feb. 3, 2018, left, and Shakira performing at Madison 
Square Garden in New York on Aug. 10, 2018. 

Associated Press 

precedent for what this formance for the ages,” 
show can become, and Todd Kaplan, Pepsi’s vice 
we’re confident that this president of marketing, 
will be an incredible per- said in a statements 
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When disaster strikes. Chef Jose Andres is on the ground 


By LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — After 
earthquakes, as hurricanes 
blow and drench, when 
wildfires chew through 
neighborhoods and vol¬ 
canoes spew deadly lava, 
look for a gregarious chef 
toting huge and mighty pa¬ 
ella pans. 

His name is Jose Andres, 
and he might just be 
changing some rules on 
how expedient food relief 
is distributed to victims of 
disaster when they need 
it the most: Now, not days 
from now. 

The frank-talking Spaniard 
is a celebrity chef with two 
James Beard awards, near¬ 
ly three dozen restaurants 
and four Michelin stars in his 
hip pocket. He also found¬ 
ed a nonprofit. World Cen¬ 
tral Kitchen, that has served 
nearly 10 million meals on 
the front line of emergen¬ 
cies since the 2010 earth¬ 
quake in Haiti and, most 
recently, in the Bahamas. 

“I cannot have my fancy 
restaurants and enjoy life 
and just stay home and 
watch TV when people are 
hungry and thirsty,” Andres 
told The Associated Press 
from New York, fresh from 
nearly three weeks of dis¬ 
tributing food and clean 
water in the Bahamas. 

He and his small organiza¬ 
tion often do it with the 
help of local cooks, via 
field kitchens using nothing 
more than propane tanks, 
the giant cast iron pans of 
his homeland and large 
containers built to keep 
thousands of hot meals 
warm for hours at a time. 
They did it in Puerto Rico 
after Hurricane Maria. They 
did it in Texas, South Caroli¬ 
na and Southern California. 
They’ve done it in the Do¬ 
minican Republic, Nicara¬ 
gua, Zambia, Peru, Cuba, 
Uganda, Indonesia, Mo¬ 
zambique and Cambodia. 
Andres and World Central 
Kitchen made their way to 
the Bahamas before Hurri¬ 
cane Dorian hit land, enlist¬ 
ing the help of the Nassau 
resort Atlantis, Paradise Is¬ 
land, that lent its industrial- 
size kitchen as home base. 
They provided hot meals, 
sandwiches, fresh fruit and 
water in the hardest hit ar¬ 
eas to the north from the 



This Sept. 12, 2019 photo released by David Martensen shows chef Jose Andres plotting food 
delivery points on a map of the Bahamas in the World Central Kitchen headquarters kitchen on 
Paradise Island in Nassau, Bahamas, in the aftermath of Hurricane Dorian. 

Associated Press 


disaster's onset, island hop¬ 
ping by helicopter as the 
stubborn storm churned for 
hours. “I believe in the pow¬ 
er of cooks like me coming 
together to fix a problem 
that the big NGOs and big 
governments are highly 
unprepared to respond to, 
which is the most important 
moment, one hour after 
the emergency happens,” 
Andres said Tuesday. “It’s 
the urgency of now." 


While in town for the United 
Nations’ annual gathering 
of world leaders, Andres, 
50, is doing what he can to 
spread the message that 
food relief needs to be free 
of the constraints of bu¬ 
reaucracy and institutional 
red tape. 

Andres met with former 
President Bill Clinton, like- 
minded philanthropists 
and Caribbean leaders this 
week about his experienc¬ 


es as a “first food respond¬ 
er.” He plans to return to 
the Bahamas as soon as he 
can. The work of his orga¬ 
nization, and many other 
small non-governmental 
players like it, isn’t cheap. 
World Central purchases 
all its food and gets around 
using whatever means 
necessary, whether yacht, 
seaplane, helicopter or 
truck. They're often the 
first to arrive and the last 



This Sept. 6, 2019 photo released by Amilcar Navarro shows chef Jose Andres distributing food at 
the Marsh Harbour Government Complex in Abaco, Bahamas, in the wake of Hurricane Dorian. 

Associated Press 


to leave. On Friday, World 
Central announced a new 
Climate Disaster Fund with 
the goal of raising $50 mil¬ 
lion to make its efforts even 
more nimble and adapt¬ 
able hour by hour, a par¬ 
ticular necessity when un¬ 
foreseen issues arise. 

In the Bahamas, the hotel 
where they had planned 
to stage food distribu¬ 
tion in Abaco was heavily 
damaged, forcing them to 
cook about 100 miles (160 
kilometers) to the south in 
Nassau and fly in the food. 
The majority of World Cen¬ 
tral’s funding comes from 
individual donors offering 
$10 or less. The organization 
has a full-time staff of 25 
and a broader circle of re¬ 
serves, including a network 
of cooks and other volun¬ 
teers willing to pack up and 
head out on a moment's 
notice. 

But key, said World Cen¬ 
tral's executive director 
Nate Mook, is working with 
local people in hard-hit 
communities to help plan 
and untangle logistics, and 
to procure equipment and 
transport as cooking and 
food distribution ramp up. 
“They know best what the 
needs are,” Mook said. 
“We hire local chefs and 
others to work with us be¬ 
cause they know how best 
to leverage what resources 
there are on the ground.” 
World Central doesn't want 
to double down on efforts 
already underway. It looks 
for holes and heads straight 
to them. As relief turns to 
clean up and reconstruc¬ 
tion, World Central trains 
local people to continue 
to help feed their commu¬ 
nities. In Haiti, the organi¬ 
zation created a culinary 
school in Port-au-Prince, 
complete with a world- 
class, professional kitchen 
and a full dining room for 
hosting events. 

Andres, choking up at 
times as he described the 
devastation in the Baha¬ 
mas, is in it for the long haul 
as he strives to improve the 
way “zero hour" relief is 
handled. 

“We need a major over¬ 
haul,” he said. “The future 
of relief must include NGOs 
that are highly specialized. 
It’s about less talking and 
more doing.”□ 








